
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 14, 2002 

Voters of the Town of Boxford met at the Masconomet Regional High School on Tuesday, May 
2002. Moderator Gerald R. Johnston called the Town Meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. The Anieles 
of the Warrant were disposed of accordingly. Moderator Johnston presented Citizen Awards t41  
Karen L. Sheridan and Charles E. Killam for many years of volunteer services to the Town of 
Boxford. 

ARTICLE I. To receive and place on file the reports of the Town Officers and Committees 
without ratification of any action taken or authorization of any action proposed; or take any °awl., 
action thereon. 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
receive and place on file the reports of the Town Officers and Committees without 
ratification. 

ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will authorize the establishment of the following revolving 
accounts as authorized by Chapter 44, § 53E1/4  of the Massachusetts General Laws, contingent upo 
an annual report to the Town on the total receipts and expenditures of each account for each fiscal, 
year: 

A Recycling Revolving Account under the direction of the Board of Health and used for. 
the deposit of receipts and fees collected on recyclable materials; said recyclable materials 
to be determined by a joint vote of the Board of Health and Recycling Committee and to 
in compliance with all state health regulations; and, further, to allow the Board of Health, or 
the Recycling Committee, with the approval of the Board of Health, to expend funds not 
exceed $20,000 for Fiscal Year 2003 from said account for the operation and maintenane  
of the Town Recycling Center; 

A Printing Revolving Account under the direction of the Board of Selectmen and used for • 
the deposit of receipts and fees collected on the sale of printed official documents as 
required by law by several of the elected and appointed committees, commissions, and 
boards as well as legal advertisements which are reimbursed to the Town; to expend hinds 
not to exceed $10,000 for Fiscal Year 2003 from said account for the costs to the Town for 
printing supplies, equipment and reimbursable advertising; 

A Library Photocopy Machine Revolving Account under the direction of the Board 00 
Library Trustees and used for the deposit of receipts collected through public use of 
photocopy machines at both the Boxford Village and West Box ford libraries; and further to : 
allow the Board of Library Trustees to expend fees not to exceed $5,000 for fiscal year 2003 

from said account for ongoing supplies and maintenance of the copy machines, and 
purchase of other library supplies; 



A-Conservation Revolving Fund under the direction of the Conservation Commission and used 
',the deposit of receipts collected through fees, including fees collected from applications related 
- Town of Boxford Wetlands Protection Bylaw, by direction of the Conservation Commission 1 • n 

er to allow the Conservation Commission, with the written approval of the Selectmen, to 

I

tltPend fees not to exceed $50,000 for fiscal year 2003 from said account for management of land 
tttleifionservation Commission control, and for other Conservation Commission expenses 
Pproved by a majority of the Commission; 

::144!tcl 

74).f.k4iighway Safety Revolving Account under the direction Of the Board Selectmen and 
.i..1.•filsed for the deposit of receipts collected through fines assessed against commercial motor 

Vehicles by the Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Unit; and further to allow the Board of 
ci,‘.1.,41'Silectmen to expend fees not to exceed $10,000 for fiscal year 2003 from said account for 
t:•,77:11b.4tirchase and maintenance of equipment related to highway safety; 

lakhny,other action thereon. 
‘c,IS 10i .1.  

w ' . ¼'

401 AsSponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
' 1:1114;IFinance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

i 17,7:pirfp..: • 

ifrotitit*otion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
witharize the establishment of revolving accounts as listed in Article 2 of the Warrant , 
.0thatitharked by Chapter 44, § 53E1/2  of the Massachusetts General Laws, contingent 
.tipatkarT .annual report to the Town on the total receipts and expenditures of each 

aotztit for eaCh fiscal year 

.4,q,c4see if the Town will vote to adopt the Classification Plan and Compensation 
teen 0:03,Tas submitted by the Personnel Board under Chapter 23 of the Town Code; said 

1411460,Conapensation Plan as printed on page 11 of this warrant; or take any other 

: 
• Sp'snsOredhy the Personnel Board 
Knahte-COmmittee recommends adoption of this article 

' • 
sintasmarithriitade and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unananous voice vote, to 
kfinhe Cly4ification Plan and Compensation Plan for FY 2003, as submitted by 

aetenrrelii.gdaird'uhder Chapter 23 of the Town Code; said Classification Plan and 
021.0Thiara-liti'lah as printed on Page II of the Warrant. 

'4.T1. • 
tr' ji • 7 

E 4; tTo 'S•e6 if the TownOwill vote to rescind the action taken on Article 3 of the Annual 
Weetiita on May 12, 1992 and thereby terminate, effective July I, 2002, the Roadside 
fiDA;Soitl:Waste and Recycling Enterprise Fund created pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44 § 
0200:take4y other action thereon. 

* 

c,'?",f..y,8,•,popsored by the Board of Health 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

%:1;t;t4' 
• 
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Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by a majority voice vote, to rescind th 
action taken on Article 3 of the Annual Town Meeting on May 12, 1992 and thereby terminate! 
effective July 1, 2002, the Roadside Collection Solid Waste and Recycling Enterprise Fund 
created pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44 § 53E1/4. 

ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to set the annual curbside solid waste collection fee et 
$2.00 per 32-gallon bag or container (each use); or take any other action thereon. 4 

Sponsored by the Board of Health 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it vva.s. VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
set the annual curbside solid waste collection fee at $2.00 per 32-gallon hag or container 

(each use). 

ARTICLE 6. To act on the proposed budget and sec what sums of money the Town will vote* 
raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, for the use of several departments for Nee 
year 2003, to wit: General Government, Finance, Public Safety, Education, Town Mainten 
Health & Human Services, Culture & Recreation, Insurance & Pensions, and all other net 
proper expenses during said fiscal year; and authorize expenditure of these funds under 
direction of the appropriate listed department; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Finance Committee 
Estimate: $ 20,564,463. 
The proposed budget is printed on pages 12 & 13 of this warrant 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
raise the sum of $20,542,466 and transfer $21,997 from the "Receipts Reserved for 
Appropriation — Septic Loan Program" for a total appropriation of $20,564,463 for the 
use of several departments for fiscal year 2003, to wit: General Government, Finance, 
Public Safety, Education, Town Maintenance, Health & Human Services, Culture & 
Recreation, Insurance & Pensions, and all other necessaty proper expenses .

during said 

fiscal year; and authorize expenditure of these funds under the direction of the 

appropriate listed department. 

ARTICLE 7. To act upon the list of proposed Capital Purchases for FY 2003 and see wh 
sums of money the town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available fluids, for the 
use of several departments for the Fiscal Year 2003, and authorize expenditure of these funds under 
the direction of the appropriate listed department; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Estimate: $ 723,337. 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 
Capital Budgeting Committee recommendations are printed on capital budget 
The proposed Capital Budget is printed on page 14 of this warrant 
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%Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
transfer from free cash the sum of $718,337 to fund the list of proposed capital purchases 

liskShown on Page 14 of the warrant (with the exception that the DPW Cab & Chassis be 
r ?educed to read $75,000 and the totals to be adjusted accordingly), for the use of several 
Id-epartments for the Fiscal Year 2003, and authorize expenditure of these funds under the 

.idirection of the appropriate listed department. 

ofqx,E8. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $50,000 in debt acquisition and legal 
4 1 0,000 in land purchase expense, for a total appropriation of $3,460,000. to enable the 

sof.13oxford to acquire for Open Space and Conservation purposes, and to accept the deed 
0"(cpwn., :of fee simple interest or less, a parcel of land known as the Sawyer-Richardson 
Drtytoonsisting of 135 acres, more or less, described as portions of parcels 39-1-1; 36-1-2; 
4,40-1-36; and 40-1-37.1 in the records of the Boxford Assessors, further shown as Lot 4, 
Warpf and entitled, "Plan of Land in Boxford, MA, Prepared for Habitech Development, 
ett4ed by Thomas E. Neve Associates, Inc., dated March 22, 2002 on file with the Town 

gether with all flowage rights and easements and subject to all well rights and 
tliat said land be conveyed to the Town of Boxford under the provisions of 

ViusErta General Laws, Chapter 44B and Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40 § 8C, 
1W/4ihereafter be amended; said land to be managed and controlled by the Boxford 
tiqgytiotuicommission; and that the treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen, be 
4!sti. titto issue debt to fund said purchase as follows: $210,000 to be authorized under 

kof.the Boxford Annual Town Meeting held May 14, 1997; $3,250,000 be authorized 
„;;:o ctc omniunity Preservation Program for open space land acquisition, pursuant to 

usetts General Laws, Chapter 44B or any other enabling authority; and to authorize the 
on,Commission and the Board of Selectmen to submit, on behalf of the town, any and 
qns,deemed necessary for grants and/or reimbursements from the Commonwealth of 

ettS or the United States under the Self-Help Act (Chapter 132A, § 11) and/or any 
lir federal programs including those in aid of conservation land acquisition and to 

Ur&RPt such grants or reimbursements for this purpose, and/or any others in any way 
;INS mlitlikthe,s-cope,of tins Article, and that the Town and Conservation Commission and 

lecttnen be authorized to grant a perpetual conservation restriction to be held by the 
Ta setts Department of Environmental Management and to enter into all agreements and 

111,,•:,3'and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Boxford to affect 
.ohase; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Community Preservation Committee, Board of 
Selectmen, and Land Committee 

Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 
Capital BUdgeting Committee Recommendation: "B" High Priority 

&Article #8.• The total purchase price for these 135 acres is $4.75 million, of which 
Loof Boxford's share is $3.41 million (the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
tatedonations fund the rest). In addition, of the Town's share, we are approved to be 

: 
reimbursed $250,000 through a Self-Help Grant.  
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Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by a greater than 2/3 voice vote to 
appropriate $50,000 in debt acquisition and legal costs, $3,410,000 in land purchase exp

el; se  for a total appropriation of $3,460,000. to enable the Town of Boxford to acquire for o
pen' Space and Conservation purposes, and tc) accept the deed to the town of fee simple interest p

r  less, a parcel of land known as the Sawyer-Richardson Property consisting of 135 acres, 
more  or less, described as portions of parcels39-1-1; 36-1-2; 40-2-16; 40-1-36; and 40-1-37,1 in the 

iecords of the Boxford Assessors, Alike( shown as Lot 4, on a plan of land entitled, "Plan of 
Land in Boxford, MA, Prepared for Habitech Development, LLC" prepared by Thomas E. N. 

 Associates, Inc., dated March 22, 2002 on file with the Town Clerk, together with all flowage 
rights and easements and subject to all Well rights and easements; that said land be conveyed lo

t. the Town of Rexford under the provisiOns of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44B and': 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40 sC 8C, as they may hereafter be amended; said land mi

.  be  managed and controlled by the Boxford Conservation Commission; and that the treasurer 
with the approval of the Selectmen, be authorized to issue debt to fund said purchase as follow 
$210,000 to be authorized under Article 41.37 of the Boxford Annual Town Meeting held May I 

1997; $3,250,000 be authorized under the Community Preservation Program for open spa 
land acquisition, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 4413 or any other enable 
authority; and to authorize the Conservation Commission and the Board of Selectmen to subm 
on behalf of the town, any and all applications deemed necessary for grants an 
reimbursements from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the United States under the Se 
Help Act (Chapter 132A, et 11) and/or any other state or federal programs including those in a$ 
of conservation land acquisition and to r

Ieceive and accept such grants or reimbursements y 
this purpose, and/or any others in any way connected with the scope of this Article, and that 
Town and Conservation Commission and 'Board of Selectmen be authorized to grant a perpe 
conservation restriction to be held b) the Massachusetts Department of Environmen cr.  
Management and to enter into all agreethents and execute any and all instruments as may 
necessary on behalf of the Town ofBoxford to affect said purchase. 

ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to rescind the action taken under Article F55 of 
Annual Town Meeting, May 9, 2000, which authorized the purchase of 6± acres known as th 
Hebb Land from the Conservation Land PM-chase serial bond; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Conservation Commission 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to rescind 
the action taken under Article F55 of the Annual Town Meeting, May 9, 2000, which 
authorized the purchase of 6t acres known as the Hebb Land from the Conservation 
Land Purchase serial bond 

ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen and die 
Boxford Town Forest Committee to grant a conservation restriction, on such terms ani

d 
conditions as they shall determine, to BTA/ROLT, Inc. on the Boxford Town Forest as described 
in the records of the Boxford Assessors as map 2, block 2, parcel 11 and map 5, block 2, parcel

: 
 

4, said assessors' map and proposed conseivation restriction on file with the Town Clerk, and
, 
 

further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court to authorize tile 
granting of this conservation restriction; or take any other action thereon. 
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Sponsored by the Town Forest Committee and the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this ankle 

a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
Orize the Board of Selectmen and the Boxford Town &reit Committee to grant a 
nation restriction, on such terms and conditions as they shall determine, to 
pn-, Inc. on the Boxford Town Forest as described in the records of the Boxford 
pr's as map 2, block 2, parcel 11 and map 5, block 2, parcel 4, said assessors' 

:Id proposed conservation restriction on file with the Town Clerk, and further to 
the Board of Selectmen to petition the GenerJ1 Court to authorize the 

Of this conservation restriction. 

I  kit To see if the Town will vote to appropriate or reserve from the Community 
:MliFttnd annual revenues in the amounts recommended by the Community Preservation 
It committee administrative expenses, debt service, cornmunity preservation projects 

ses in Fiscal Year 2003, with each item to be consiaered a separate appropriation: 

42 -Open Space Reserve for Sawyer-Richardson Open Space Bond Expense 

42estimated revenues for Sawyer-Richardson Open Space Bond Expense 

timated revenues for Committee Administrative Expenses 

"estun' ated revenues for Historic Resources Reserve 

tatatedreVenties for Community Housing Resery 
.„- 

:I-  action thereon. 

ptinsored by the Community Preservation Cornmitke 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article:  

Si. made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to appropriate or 
am the Community Preservation Fund annual revenues in the amounts recommended , .1' ' • Mlunity Preservation Committee for committee administrative expenses, debt service, 

reservation projects and other expenses in Fiscal *ear 2003, with each item to be 
eparate appropriation: 
, 
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Appropriations:  
From FY 2002 Open Space Reserve for Sawyer-Richardson Open Space Bond Expense 
$30,000.00 
From FY 2003 estimated revenues for Sawyer-Richardson Open Space Bond Expense 
$67,500.00 
From FY 2003 estimated revenues for Committee Administrative Expenses 

$15,000.00 

Reserves:  
From FY 2003 estimated revenues for Historic Resources Reserve 
$60,000.00 
From FY 2003 estimated revenues for Community Housing Reserve 
$60,000.00 

ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available{ 
funds, the sum of $3,000 to fund the municipal share of the Local Cultural Council's Matching 
Incentive Program application for a matching grant from the Massachusetts Cultural Arts Council 
said funds to be spent under the direction of the Boxford Cultural Arts Council; or take any other: 
action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to transfer 
from free cash the sum of $3,000 to fund the municipal share of the Local Cultural 
Council's Matching Incentive Program application for a matching grant from the 
Massachusetts Cultural Arts Council, said funds to be spent under the direction of the 
Boxford Cultural Arts Council. 

ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from availab 
funds, the sum of $2,000 for the purpose of participation in the Help for Abused Women an 
their Children (HAWC) program, said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board 
Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to transfer 
from free cash the sum of $2,000 for the purpose of participation in the Help for Abused 
Women and their Children (HA WC) program, said funds to be spent under the direction 
of the Board of Selectmen. 

ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 
funds, the sum of $24,665 for fiscal year 2003 for the support of the Tr-Town Council on youth 
and Family Services, Inc., said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or 
take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 
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Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to transfer 
from free cash the sum of $24,665 for fiscal year 2003 for the support of the Tri-Town 
Council on Youth and Fatnily Services, Inc., said funds to be spent under the direction of 
the Board of Selectmen. 

ATICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 

rods, the sum of $100,000 to partially fund the expected legal costs, expert fees, environmental 

itudies, environmental remediation and any other expenses related to the defense of the town in the 

Sing lawsuit, Jeffrey A. Walker and Pamela A. Walker v. Town of Boxford and Full Circle 
'2.ointruction, Essex Superior Court, CA. No. 01-1687A, said funds to be spent under the 
Erection of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

T 'Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to transfer 
opt free cash the sum of $100,000 to partially fund the expected legal costs, expert fees, 

J'Avironmental studies, environmental remediation and any other expenses related to the 
defense of the town in the pending lawsuit, Jeffrey A. Walker and Pamela A. Walker v. 

ivn of Rexford and Full Circle Construction, Essex Superior Court, C.A. No. 01-

f  7A, said funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 

ATICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to accept the following roads described below, as 
a he ways, including any appurtenant easements and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
449 
we any necessary easements by gift; said plans on file with the Town Clerk: 

Read in its entirety, from Station 0+00 to Station 18+17 as shown on a plan entitled, 
'en As Built, Village Estates Subdivision, Hickory Lane and Ashland Road", Boxford 
aied for Hill & Associates, dated October 1999, by Apple Associates, Inc. and recorded in 
IfiRegistry of Deeds in Plan Book 290, Plan 65; 

atte in its entirety, from Station 0+00 to Station 29+35 as shown on a plan entitled, 
st'en As Built, Village Estates Subdivision, Hickory Lane and Ashland Road", Boxford 
bed for Hill & Associates, dated October 1999, by Apple Associates, Inc. and recorded in 
ii Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 290, Plan 65; 

AT;Stnith Lane from Station 0+00 to Station 8+43.79 as shown on a plan entitled, 
kfsiOn As Built, Joseph Smith Lane", Boxford MA, prepared for Town of Boxford, dated 

8;12002, by Hancock Survey Associates and recorded in Essex South Registry of Deeds in 
bWk248, Plan 22; 

Winne in its entirety, from Station 0+00 to Station 6+71.35 as shown on a plan entitled, 
pcliitision As Built, Walker  Lane", Boxford MA, prepared for Walker Development Corp., 

r!40!ovember 19, 1997, by Thomas E. Neve Associates and recorded in Essex South Registry of 

'0 in Plan Book 324, Plan 21; 
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Andrews Farm Road in its entirety, from Station 0+00 to Station 18+54.51 as shown on a plan  
entitled, "Subdivision As Built, Plan of Andrews Farm Subdivision", Boxford MA prepared for 94 
Lockwood Lane Realty Trust, dated April 24, 1995, by Hancock Survey, Inc. and recorded in E

ssex  
South Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 307, Plan 20; 

Upton Lane in its entirety, from Station 0+00 to Station 5+24.93 as shown on a plan entitl
ed,  "Subdivision As Built, Plan of Andrews Farm Subdivision", Boxford MA, prepared for 94 

Lockwood Lane Realty Trust, dated April 24, 1995, by Hancock Survey, Inc. and recorded in Esse
x  

South Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 307, Plan 20; 

Gina Way in its entirety, from Station 0+00 to Station 11+58.27 as shown on a plan entitled, 
"Subdivision As Built, Wolcott Island Estates at Boxford", Box ford MA, prepared for B.B.M.M. 
Realty Trust, dated November 6, 1996, by Hancock Survey Associates and recorded in Essex South 
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 308, Plan 65; 

or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by Planning Board 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to accept 
the roads described and listed in Article 16 of the warrant, as public ways, including any 
appurtenant easements and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire any necessaly 
easements by gift; said plans on file with the Town Clerk 

AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 16 was introduced as follows: 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the roads described and listed in Article 16 of the warrant, 
as public ways as written, deleting the Paragraphs starting with Ashland Road, Hickory Lane 
and Andrews Farm Road, including any appurtenant easements and to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to acquire any necessary easements by gift; said plans on file with the Town Clerk. 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by a ma/only voice vote, to accept the 
roads described and listed in Article 16 of the warrant, as public ways as written, deleting 
the Paragraphs starting with Ashland Road, Hickory Lane and Andrews Farm Road, 
including any appurtenant easements and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire 
any necessary easements by gift; said plans on file with the Town Clerk. 

ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to amend its bylaws, as codified in the Code of the 
Town of Boxford, Chapter 150, Smoking, Section 3., "Violations and Penalties", subsection A, 
which currently reads: 
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.b.lations of this section shall be non-criminal in nature, and violators shall be subject to the 
Foog fines.. 

.0) First Offense: $25 
..(2) Second Offense: $50 

Third and Subsequent Offense: $100. 

boarompti to read: 

IttoloterS Of this section shall be subject to the following fines: 
(1)`: First Offense: $25 
(21)' Second Offense: $50 
(3).' Third and Subsequent Offense: $100.; 

PilcoltiSibther action thereon. 
..t 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 

d motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by a majority voice vote, to amend the 
.7S/ bylaws, as codified in the Code of the Town of Boxford, Chapter 150, Smoking, Section 

;nolations and Penalties", subsection A, which currently reads: 

AolatioaS of this section shall be non-criminal in nature, and violators shall be subject to the 
àlli'1* fines: 

(//, First Offense: $25 
(2) Second Offense: $50 
4) Third and Subsequent Offense: $100.; 

nine ainended to read,  

4. nolo:ors bfthis sVctiOn Shallbe Subject to the following fines: 
(14," Flint OffenSe: $25 • 

r .  Second Offense: $50 
Third and Subsequent Offense: $100.; 

ti‘ ' At fli1S time, We atideiPare that MUM,  18 will be offered as a "contingent appropriation." 
en lhat althongli Ulla appropriation and buildirtgrrejtet meld be approved at the Annual 
KeDing;-that appropriatiOnwonidibefUllyzontliiMentupen  successful passage  of the related 
jiltton 2E/1 debt exclusion ballot question. Shquid thaballot question fail at the May 21, 2002 
"Town &action, the appropriation would.be rendered null and void, and the building project 
ladeleated. 
hit* d  

CU* L'Tci • see if the Town will vote to authothe, appropriate and raise by borrowing or 
het the sum of $4,270,000 for constructing, originally equipping and furnishing a New 

1 11,11'Ori town owned land off Spofford Road, including site improvements, additional 
ifaeilities and other costs incidental and related to the project, its design, permitting and 

6 eOstruction; or take any other action thereon. 
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Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 
Capital Budgeting Committee Recommendation: "A" Essential 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by a greater than 2/3 voice vote, that 
that the sum of $4,274000 be hereby appropriated, to be expended at the direction of the 
Selectmen for constructing, originally equipping and furnishing a New Town Hall on 
town owned land off Spofford Road, including site improvements, additional parking 
facilities and other costs incidental and related to the project, its design, permitting and 
ultimate construction, and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow said sum under and pursuant 
to Chapter 44, Section 7, Clause (3) of the General Laws, or any other enabling . 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefore, provided, however, that no .., 
sums shall be borrowed or expended hereunder unless and until the Town shall have 
voted to exclude the amounts necessary to repay any bonds or notes issued hereunder 
from the limitations imposed by Chapter 59, Section 2 I C of the General Laws, also 
known as Proposition 2 1/2. 

ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $105,413.96 for higil 
• 

maintenance and construction in accordance with Chapter 53 of the Acts of 1999, as audio )4: 
by a contract with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and executed by the Town on Marchlk 
2002, funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other ack, 
thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
appropriate the sum of $105,413.96 for highway maintenance and construction in 
accordance with Chapter 53 of the Acts of 1999, as authorized by a contract with the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and executed by the Town on March 24, 2002, funds to 
be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 

ARTICLE 20. To see if' the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from avail 
funds, the sum of $10,000 to replenish the Town Unemployment Fund, said funds to be spent un 
the directiou of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion .made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to transfer 
from free cash the sum of $10,000 to replenish the Town Unemployment Fund, said 
funds to be spent under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 
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jtrlCLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 
Irtlie sum of $175,000 to fund the Reserve Fund, said funds to be spent under the direction of 

VFiiiiiice Committee; or take any other action thereon. 

hztk!  . Sponsored by the Finance Committee 

-Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to transfer 
Vranfliree cash the sum of $175,000 to fund the Reserve Fund, said funds to be spent under 
the direction of the Finance Committee. 

TICLE 21, To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 
ds,eethe'sum of $75,000 to fund the Stabilization Fund; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

5k: r r ' 

Upon frgnetion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to transfer 
i:*44<•• 

jkas free‘cash the sum of $75,000 to fund the Stabilization Fund. 

pal 23. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to petition the 
haachusetts_Legislature to change the Town boundary line between the Towns of Boxford and 
1.AnddVer the vicinity of Bradford Street, and to authorize the Selectmen to define the exact 
tteiefthe new town boundary line. The proposed boundary line being generally as shown on 
pl4stitled, .".Conceptual Plan: Town Boundary Relocation Between the Towns of North 
over :an4.Boxford, Massachusetts" dated February 26, 2002, scale 1"=100', prepared by 
trm 480iates, Inc., a copy of which is on. file in the office of the Town Clerk, and to 
tizc, the hoard of Selectmen to approve amendments to the proposed boundary line which are 
lithe.  .ctope of the general public objectives of this petition; or take any other action thereon. 

4:- -•.jettssic 
Yr-Sponsored by Initiative Petition %r  

• r Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Ugon a!  motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by a majority voice vote, to 
ate Selectmen to petition the Massachusetts Legislature to change the Town 

OndarY line between the Towns of Boxford and North Andover in the vicinity of 
ailfard 'Street, and to authorize the Selectmen to define the exact location of the new 

t.bieWithffline. The proposed boundary line being generally as shown on the plan 
n0q4: 'Conceptual Plan: Town Boundary Relocation Between the Towns of North 
Mover and Rexford, Massachusetts" dated February 26, 2002, scale 1"=100', 

l!  rd by Huntress Associates, Inc., a copy of which is on file in the office of the 
altihiClerk, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to approve amendments to the 

reposed boundary line which are within the scope of the general public objectives of 
Ihis riiition. 

, 
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AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE n was introduced to pass over this Article. 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by a majority voice vote, to deny 

passing over this Article. 

ARTICLE 24. To transact any other business that may legally come before said meeting. 

Upon a motion made and seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to dissolve 

this Town Meeting at 11:13 p.m. 

Registered voters attending the meeting were 440. Town Clerk Patricia Shields appointed co unten  
and checkers for the meeting. 

A true record. 

ATTEST: 

d-ele;trffdal  
Patricia Shields 
Town Clerk 

BORROW:  

Article 8 (To purchase Sawyer-Richardson Property) $3,460,000.00 

Article 18 (To build a New Town Hall 
- Proposition 2-1/2 Override) 4,270,000.00 

TOTAL TO BE BORROWED 
$ 7,730,000.00 

APPROPRIATION:  

Article 6 General Budget $ 20,542,466.00 

Article 19 (Highway Maintenance - Chapter 53 of 
The Acts of 1999) 105 413.96 

TOTAL TO BE APPROPRIATED MM 
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TOTAL TO BE TRANSFERRED 

49 

OANSFER: 

dcle 6 (from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation 
— Septic Loan Program 

Rcle 7 (from Free Cash for capital purchases for FY2003) 
Ade 12 (from Free Cash for Cultural Council's Matching Incentive Program) 

alide 13 (From Free Cash to HAWC) 
Ride 14 (From Free Cash to Tr-Town Council) 
Oe1615 (from Free Cash to partially fund legal costs, 

Expert fees, environmental studies and , 
Environmental remediation and any other 
Expenses related to the defense of the town 
in a pending lawsuit) 

c re 20 (from Free Cash to replenish the Town 
Unemployment Fund) 

Article 21 (From Free Cash to The Reserve Fund) 
Article 22 (From Free Cash to The Stabilization Fund) 

$ 21,997.00 
718,337.00 

3,000.00 
2,000.00 

24,665.00 

100,000.00 

10,000.00 
175,000.00 
75,000.00 

$ 1,123,999 00 



SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2002 

Voters of the Town of Boxford met at the Masconomet High School on Tuesday, October 22, 2002. 
Moderator Gerald R. Johnston called the Special Town Meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. The Article 

of the Warrant were disposed of accordingly. 

Jerry briefly interrupted the Special Town Meeting to make a special announcement for Town 
Clerk, Patricia Shields and her husband, Sam. The glad tidings were the birth of their third 
grandchild "Sophie Katherine Shields" born at 6:04 p.m. (Texas time), weighing in at 8 lbs 

ounces and 21-1/2 inches long. 

ARTICLE Al. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 
funds, a sum of money to supplement the current Police salary budget voted under Article #6 of the 
May 14, 2002 Annual Town Meeting, in order to fund a portion of the FY 2002 and FY 2003 

portions of the "Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Town of Boxford and the Boxforti 

Police Reserve Association"; or take any other action thereon. 

Estimate: $6,000 
Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee to make recommendation at Town Meeting 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote to 

pass over this article. 

ARTICLE A2. . To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 

funds, the sum of $11,854 to fund the salary of Library Assistant 1(15 hours per week at $10.23 per 
hour total $6,751.80) and Circulation Desk Attendant (15 hours per week at $7.73 per hour.  

$5,101.80). Funds are necessary to staff the Boxford Town Libraries; said funds to be expended 
under the direction of the Board of Library Trustees; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Boxford Library Trustees 
Finance Committee does not recommend adoption of this article 
Selectmen do not recommend adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by a hand count of 107 in 
favor, 93 opposed, that the sum of $11,854 be raised and appropriated to fitnd the salary 
of Library Assistant 1 (15 hours per week at $10.23 per hour total $6,751.80) and 
Circulation Desk Attendant (15 hours per week at $7.73 per hour $5,101.80). Funds are 
necessary to staff the Boxford Town Libraries; said fluids to be expended under the 
direction of the Board of Library Trustees; or take any other action thereon. 
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ARTICLE A3. To see if the Town will vote  to  raise  and appropriate, ok• transfer from available 
wds, the sum of $10,000 to purchase aerial photography of the town and associated software from 
,ktornetty International Corporation through the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission, and 
Ind associated computer expenses, said funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of 
ielectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee does not recommend adoption of this article. 
Capital Budgeting Committee does not recommend adoption of this Article. 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by a show of hands, to defeat 
this Ankle. 

JITICLE A4. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $3,000 from the unspent 
Oition of funds appropriated under Article , 12 of the May 12, 2002 Annual Town Meeting, 
dginally appropriated to fund the Town's share of the now defunct State's Local Cultural 
buds' Matching Incentive Program, to now fund the Boxford Cultural Arts Council directly, 
ithout state match; said funds to be spent under the direction of the Boxford Cultural Arts 
ouncil; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article. 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority voice vote, to 
transfer the sum of $3,000 from the unspent portion offunds appropriated under Article 
12 of the May 12, 2002 Annual Town Meeting, originally appropriated to fund the 

'Own 's share of the now defunct State's Local Cultural Councils Matching Incentive 
Program, to now fund the Boxford Cultural Arts Council directly, without state match; 
said funds to be spent under the direction of the Boxford Cultural Arts Council. 

TICLE AS. To see if the Town will vote to amend its bylaws, as codified in the Code of the 
Tin of Boxford, Chapter 23, §23-6 Employee Benefits, (B) Vacation leave, as shown and as 
Fated on pages 8 and 9 of this warrant, or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Personnel Board 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
amend the Town bylaws, as codified in the Code of the Town of BoXford, Chapter 23, 
§23-6 Employee Benefits, (B) Vacation leave, as shown and as printe 1l on pages 8 and 9 

:•of this warrant. 
1 

,
TICLE A6. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $10,827.93 for highway 
intenance and construction in accordance with Chapter 246 of the Acts of 2002, as authorized by 
iontract with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and executed by the Town on October 2, 
)2, funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action 
Tn. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 
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Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to appropriat  
the sun: of $210,827.93 for highway maintenance and construction in accordance with Chame  

usetts r 246 of the Acts of 2002, as authorized by a contract with the Commonwealth of Massach and 
executed by the Town on October 2, 2002, fiends to be expended under the direction of the Board of 
Selectmen. 

ARTICLE B7. To sec if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 

funds, the sum of $16,000 to fund the development of final design documents, development of 
construction plans and specifications, and to solicit bids for the construction of storm water 
drainage and road reconstruction repairs for a portion of Spofford Road, said funds to be expended 
under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committeetecommends adoption of this Article 
Capital Budget Committee recommends adoption of this Article 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 

transfer from free cash the sum of $16,000 to fund the development of final design 
documents, development of construction plans anel specifications, and to solicit bids for 
the construction of storm water drainage and mad reconstruction repairs for a portion of 
Spofford Road, said funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 

ARTICLE 88. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 

funds the sum of $850 and authorize the Selectmen to expend said funds to purchase or take by. 
eminent domain drainage easements at 50 Spofford Road, generally as shown as Easement #1 and 
Easement #2 on a easement plan entitled: "Easement Plan, 50 Spofford Road, Boxford MA," dated 
July 29, 2002, said plan and proposed easement on file with the Town Clerk; or take any other: 

action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
transfer from free cash the sum of $850 and authorize the Selectmen to expend said 
funds to purchase or take by eminent domain drainage easements at 50 Spofford Road, 
generally as shown as Easement 41 and Easement 42 on a easement plan entitled: 
"Easement Plan, 50 Spofford Road, Boxford MA, -  elated July 29, 2002, said plan and 

proposed easement on file with the Town Clerk. 

ARTICLE B9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available] 

funds, the sum of $4,078: and authorize the Selectmen to expend said funds to purchase or it 

by eminent domain a drainage easement at 82 Spofford Road, generally shown as "Proposed 20 
Wide Drain Easement" on an casement plan entitled: "Easement Plan, 82 Spofford Roa 
Boxford MA," dated June 24, 2002, said plan and proposed easement on file with the To 
Clerk; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board or Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this ankle 



-Lfwn a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 
transfer from free cash the sum of $4,078; and authorize the Selectmen to expend said 
fiencie to purchase or take by eminent domain a drainage easement at 82 Spofford Road, 

'generally shown as "Proposed 20' Wide Drain Easement" on an easement plan entitled: 
"Easement Plan, 82 Spofford Road, Boxford MA," dated June 24, 2002, said plan and 
propO ed easement on file with the Town Clerk 

pal .C10. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $190,000 from the unspent 
rtion of funds appropriated under Article #8 of the October 24, 2000 Special Town Meeting, 

ligjBally appropriated for the remodeling and construction of the Police/Communications 
sum to now fund, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 21E, the clean-up and 
'mediation of asbestos containing materials uncovered during the ongoing construction of the new 
wii Hall Building project, said funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of 
!omen; or fake any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 
Capital Budgeting Committee recommends adoption of this Article. 

Upon a mptioh• made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority voice vote, to 
transfer the siert of $190,000 fro'm the unspent portion of funds appropriated under 
Article 48 ofth'e October- 24, 2000 Special Town Meeting, originally appropriated for 
the remodeling-and Construction of the 'Police/Communications Building, to now fund, 
pursuant to MaS;rachusett.S General Laws, Chapter 21E, the clean-Up and remediation of 
asbestos containing' ritharials' uncovered during the ongoing construction of the new 
Town Hall Buildinikityealf-sitttl-fundi eipetided under' the direction of the Board 
of Selectmen. • •': •-•ti • "-' a411' • 3 "'r•' •• 

ei • '....ottb • ' .n) • • •, 4.• . 

IrLICLE C11, Torsee:  if4j3,e 1Te pArkinw4.11 inteitto,fratisfer ,thenurn of $164,000 ,ft,occi the unspent 
rtion of fluids. appropriated. under, Articje.#26 col,* Oplober 277  198 Speoial,Town Meeting, 
ginally appropriated fon :.the • closure The;B$ord Iaqll, r.to:  pow, fund, pnrsuant. to 
assachusetts General.  Lawarqaapter„.23E„the ,clean-up S remediation of /asbestos, containing 

trials uncovered during- the ;ongoing consfrpoliont  of the new Town,kiallBuilging Pro.Oct, said 
Ids to be expended. under the direptic apfpltlis Board of; Selectmen; or take any other action 
OM. • . thst 44 11-4 

Sponsored by fbe 136,i'eddtSelestOn. t r„'.  
Finance Committed rebointn'elfelkaEliNitidnee.4 th'isartticle' 
Capital  Budgetthg eotalItteetaOsaiind'gdoefifortitOf this Article. 

on a motion made and duly sedonded,11 kis VOTED, by majority voice vote, to transfer the sum 

166,000 from the'un'spint poHion 'bflundsitathirrOpriated under Article #26 of the October 27 
8 Special Town Meeting, ;originally appioerfrited for the closure of the Boaford landfill, to now 

pursuant teRdssacht.te  field deneral taws, Chapter 21E, the clean-up and remediation of 
esios containing materials unthovered'airrilng the ongoing construction of the new Town Hall 

ding projecti•saidtuind; to expin• under the direeti6n -af the Board of Selectmen. 

= • • „.; ; 
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ARTICLE C12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from 
available funds a sum of money to fund, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 21E,4hr)  
clean-up and rcmediation of asbestos containing materials uncovered during the ongoing 
construction of the new Town Hall Building project, said funds to be expended under the diredot 
of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
ESTIMATE: Range: $200,000 to $600,000 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this Article 
Capital Budgeting Committee recommends adoption of this Article 411114 

.T1? 
Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority voice vote, to ntris 
transfer from free cash the sum of $375,000 to find, pursuant to Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 21E, the clean-up and remediation of asbestos containing materials, 
uncovered during the ongoing construction of the new Town Hall Building project, said 
funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen. 

' 
ARTICLE D13. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $10,000 in debt acquisitibn an,  
legal costs and $1,800,000 in land purchase expense, for a total appropriation of $1,816010'0.  
to authorize the Board of Selectmen on behalf of the Town of Boxford to acquire for Agripid i 
and Open Space and Conservation purposes, and to accept the deed to the town of a fet,S 
interest or less, of a parcel of unimproved land known as the Anvil Farm Property conal • ItLoI 
twenty-eight (28) acres, more or less, being land situated on Main Street, Boxford, Esseir yds? 
Massachusetts, shown as Map 5, Block 1, Lot 11 in the records of the Boxford Assess()); InViL± 
described in a deed recorded in the Essex South Registry of Deeds in Book 5968 Pagi1..t 
file with the Town Clerk, together with all flowage rights and easements and subject • 
rights and easements; said appropriation contingent upon the Treasurer's receiat  n IA: 
fund created for such purpose, of privately raised, donated funds in the amoun WW1;  
million five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000.) or more, prior to the purcha • rittLi 
property, to be expended to fund said purchase of said property under the direction of ibtli•a•CL 
of Selectmen; that said land be conveyed to the Town of Boxford, to be managed and-c• I 

by the Boxford Board of Selectmen, and that the treasurer, with the approval of the Seltpi'it  a  
authorized to issue debt up to three hundred and ten thousand dollars ($310,000) teifinitos•TaTi„ 
purchase pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44 § 7(3), or any othe e 
authority; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to submit, on behalf of the town, Øî ni4 
applications deemed necessary for grants and/or reimbursements from the Commoftwe: 1;1 4 
Massachusetts under the Agricultural Preservation Act (Chapter 132A, § I 1A) and/ok aiyIlLt 
state or federal programs including those in aid of conservation and agricultural land.a 411N.111)i 

and to receive and accept such grants or reimbursements for this purpose, and/or an • 
any way connected with the scope of this. Article, and that the Town through the B vrtit 
Selectmen be authorized to (1) grant an agricultural easement, an agricultural p` es-
restriction and/or a conservation restriction encumbering said property.  to be held by the el • ai 

any other entity so designated by the Board of Selectmen, or (2) to accept the deet • 
property subject to an agricultural easement, an agricultural preservation restriction arit• 
conservation restriction encumbering said property to be held by the seller, or any other entity 
designated by the Board of Selectmen, and to enter into all agreements and execute any and'all t  

instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Box ford to affect said purchase; or 
take any other action thereon. 



Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen, and Land Committee 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority voice vote, to pass 

over this Article. 

ilITICLE D14. To see if the Town will vote to authorize, the Board of Selectmen to accept on 
ehalf of the town, by gift, the deed of a parcel of land consisting of 0.81 acres, currently utilized as 
fire pond for general municipal purposes, located on Chandler Road as Shown on Map 18, Block 
, Lot 31.1 in records of the Boxford Assessors; or take any other action thereon. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 

authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept on behalf of the town, by gif t, the deed of a 

parcel of land consisting of 0.81 acres, currently utilized as afire pond for general 
municipal purposes, located on Chandler Road as shown on Map 18, Block 1, Lot 31.1 

in records of the Boxford Assessors. 

RTICLE D15. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and authorize the Selectmen to expend 
lc sum of $15,889 from funds previously appropriated under the appropriation for design funds 
the Boxford Town Hall, Article 17 of the October 24, 2000 Special Town Meeting, to 

uchase or take by eminent domain a conservation restriction easement as required to complete 
e town's Police Headquarters and Town Hall Well public water supp1y protective radius; said 
inservation restriction easement consisting of 12,711 square feet encumbering the property 
cated at 303 Ipswich Road, generally as shown as "Proposed Easemnt" on an easement plan 
titled: "Easement Plan, 303 Ipswich Road, Boxford MA," dated July 8, 2002, said plan and 
roposed conservation restriction easement on file with the Town Clerk; or take any other action 

ereen. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by unanimous voice vote, to 

authorize the Selectmen to expend the sum of $15,889 from funds previously 

appropriated under the appropriation for design funds of the Boxford Town Hall, 

Article 17 of the October 24, 2000 Special Town Meeting' 
to Purchase or take by 

eminent domain a conservation restriction easement as requiTd to complete the 
town's Police Headquarters and Town Hall Well public water supply protective 
radius; said conservation restriction easement consisting of 2,711 square feet 
encumbering the property located at 303 Ipswich Road, generally as shown as 
Proposed Easement" on an easement plan entitled: "Easement Plan, 303 Ipswich 

Road, Boxford MA," dated July 8, 2002, said plan and proposed conservation 

restriction easement on file with the Town Clerk. 

,TICLE E16. To see if the Town will vote pursuant to Chapter 184 § 51 of the Acts of 2002 to 
just on behalf of the Town of Boxford, several factors of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 

k
5(410) related to property exempt from assessment of local taxes as follows: 1) reduce the 

liasite age for eligibility to any age sixty five (65) years or more; 2) increase both of the amounts 
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contained in the first sentence of the clause by one hundred (100%) per cent, 3) increase the 
amounts contained in sub clause (B) wherever they appear in said sub clause from $13,000 
$20,000 and from $15,000 to $30,000; and, 4) increase the amounts contained in sub clause (GI 
wherever they appear in said sub clause from $28,000 to $40,000 and from $30,000 to $55,000; ar  
take any other action thereon. 

EXPLANATION: This summer the Legislature passed a statute permitting towns tli 
ability, by local vote at town meeting, to both increase the amount of real estate 
abatements available to seniors and ease the eligibility requirements. The above article 
I) reduces the age of eligibility from 70 to 65; 2) increases the amount of the abatemeat 
from $500 per year to $1,000 per year; 3) increases the maximum income eligibility for 
the abatement for a single person from $13,000 to $20,000 and a married couple from 4, $15,000 to $30,000; and 4) increases the maximum adjusted assets eligibility (does not 3: 
include value of domicile) for the abatement for a single person from $28,000 to $40,000 
and a married couple from $30,000 to $55,000 . 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen 
Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority voice vote, - 
pursuant to Chapter 184 § 51 of the Acts of 2002, to adjust on behalf of the Town of 
Boxford, several factors of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59 5C 5(41C) related to 
property exempt from assessment of local taxes as follows: 1) reduce the requisite age 
for eligibility to any age sixty jive (65) years or more; 2) increase both of the amounts 
contained in the first sentence of the clause by one hundred (100%) per cent, 3) 
increase the amounts contained in sub clause (B) wherever they appear in said sub 
clause from $13,000 to $20,000 and from $15,000 to $30,000; and, 4) increase the 
amounts contained in sub clause (C) wherever they appear in said sub clause from 
$28,000 to $40,000 and from $30,000 to $55,000 effective for Fiscal Year 2003. 

ARTICLE E17. To see if the Town will vote to instruct its representative to the General Co 
file a home rule petition. The General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form o 
to the bill, unless the Boxford Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the bill before 
enactment by the General Court. The Boxford Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to 
approve amendments, which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this 
pet i lion: 

-Notwithstanding the terms of any general or special law to the contrary, the Town of Bodo 
is hereby authorized to exempt from local taxation, real property in the amount equal to tw011 
percent (20%) of taxable valuation of a person who has reached his or her sixty-fifth birthd 
prior to the year for which an exemption is sought and occupied by said person as his domicil 
or of a person who owns the same jointly with his or her spouse, either of whom has reached)u 
or her sixty-fifth birthday prior to the rascal year for which an exemption is sought and occup) 
hy them as their domicile; provided; (A) that such person has so owned and occupied such re 
property or other real property in the Town of Boxford as his domicile for ten years, and (B) di 

such person had, in the preceding year gross receipts from all sources of less than fifty-fi 
thousand dollars, provided, however, that in computing the gross receipts of an applicant under. 
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this clause ordinary business expenses and losses may be deducted, but not personal or family 

expeilSeS; and provided, further, that there shall be deducted from the total amount received by 

die  applicant under the federal social security or railroad retirement and from any annuity, 

pension, 
or retirement plan established for employees of the United States government, the 

government of the commonwealth, or the government of any city, town, county, or special 
lidrict, included in such gross receipts, an amount equivalent to the minimum payment then 

jayable under said federal social security law, as determined by the cornmissioner of revenue, to 
retired worker sixty-five years of age or over, if the applicant is tinmarried, or to a retired 

porker and spouse, both of whom are seventy years of age or over, if the applicant is married. 

This act will take effect upon its passage." 

Sponsored by Initiative Petition 
Finance Committee does not recommend adoption of this Article 
Board of Selectmen does not recommend adoption of this Articld 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority voice vote, to pass 

over this Article. 

RTICLE E18. Home Rule Petition. Shall the Town of Boxford permit a real estate tax 
amption for legal residents who have resided in Boxford in their own homes for a minimum of 
ventylive (25) years, with at least one residing owner having reached the age of sixty-five (65). 
'bon qualification of those requirements, the land and building assessments shall be frozen until 
(di time as the home is sold and/or placed into an estate. Upon approval of this petition, the 
:emption for qualified homeowners will be based upon the assessment in effect at the above time 
nod and will be used to calculate the real estate taxes for Fiscal Year 2003 and beyond 

A motion was made to see if the town would vote to instruct our representative to the General 
Court to file a home rule petition. The General court may make clerical or editoriatchanges 
of form only to the bill, unless the Boxford Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the 
bill before enactment by the General Court. The Boxford Board of Selectmen is hereby 
authorized to approve amendments, which shall be within the scope of the general public 
objectives of this petition: 

"To allow the Town of Boxford to issue a real estate tax exemption for legal residents 
who have resided in Boxford in their own homes for a minimum of twenty-five (25) 
years, with at least one residing owner having reached the age of sixty-five (65), and 
that the gross receipts of the owner(s) during the preceding year, shall be less than fifty-
five thousand dollars which shall include all income received from Federal, State, or 
Private Annuity, Pension, or Retirement Plans. 

Upon approval of this petition and upon meeting the 25-year residence and 65-year 
minimum age requirements, the total tax bill shall be frozen until such time as the home 
is sold and/or placed into an estate. For the homeowners, who have already exceeded 
both requirements, the frozen tax bill will revert back the latest of the two dates, to a 

maximum of 10 years." 

Sponsored by Initiative Petition 

4-C 
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AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE E18 was introduced as follows: 

After the words "such time as the home is sold and/or placed into an estate." Insert a new 
sentence which will read "At that time, all the deferred taxes, with interest compounded at 5% 

annually, will be due and collected." 

In the last sentence in the Article, the words "in effect at the above time period" will be changed 

to "in effect at the time of passage of this Article." 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by majority voice vote, to 

defeat the Amendment 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED, by a hand count of 156 

for and 62 against, to pass over this Article. 

ARTICLE 19. To transact any other business that may legally come before said meeting. 

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by unanimous voice vote to 

dissolve this Special Town Meeting at 10:43 p.m. 

Registered voters attending the meeting were 229. Counters and checkers for the meeting were 

appointed by Town Clerk Patricia Shields. 

A true record. 

ATTEST: 

Patricia Shields 
Town Clerk 

RAISE AND APPROPRIATE:  

Article A2 

TOTAL TO BE RAISED AND APPROPRIATED 

APPROPRIATION: 
Article A6 

TOTAL TO BE APPROPRIATED 

76 

I1.814_1•00 

$ 210,827.93 

L219 



TRANSFER; 

Article A4 (from Free Cash to fund Boxford Cultural Arts Council) 

Miele B7 (from Free Cash to fund repairs/construction to Spofford Roa 

Wide B8 (from Free Cash to purchase drainage easements at 50 Spoffo 

$ 3,000,00 

16,000.00 

'd Road) 850.00 

  

Article 39 (from Free Cash to purchase drainage easements at 82 Spofford Road) 4,078.00 

Article C10 (from Other Available funds for remodeling and construction of 
the Police Communications Building) 190,000.00 

Wide C11 (from Other Available funds to fund the cleanup and remediation 
of asbestos containing materials) 166,000.00 

Wide C12 (from Free Cash to fund the cleanup and remediation 
of asbestos containing materials) 375,000,00 

'Wide D15 (from Free Cash to purchase a conservation restriction 
easement at 303 Ipswich Road) 15,889.00 

TOTAL TO BE TRANSFERRED $ 770,817.00 

77 
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