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Tree Removal Policy
Any person proposing to remove one or more trees within a wetland resource area or within 100 feet of such area, or within 200 feet of a perennial stream, shall contact the Conservation Commission’s administrator for authorization to proceed. The administrator shall inspect the site and determine the number of trees to be removed, the location of the trees relative to the resource area, the need for the project, and the process proposed for removal. 

For projects involving the removal of five trees or less, the administrator is authorized by the Conservation Commission to evaluate the potential impacts to protected interests under the Boxford Wetlands Protection Bylaw and issue an administrative approval, if appropriate. The administrative approval may be conditioned as appropriate by the administrator to avoid or minimize impacts. No excavation of stumps or entry into wetland resource area by heavy machinery may be authorized by administrative approval. If the administrator determines that the proposed project will result in impacts to the wetland resource that are more than negligible, the project shall be referred to the Conservation Commission and an administrative approval may not issue. The administrative approval shall be in writing and shall be ratified by the Commission at the next scheduled meeting.
For projects involving the removal of fifteen trees or less, the Conservation Commission may utilize the Determination of Negligible Impact process described in Town Code Ch. 192-3E. Except in unusual circumstances, no excavation of stumps or entry into wetland resource area by heavy machinery may be authorized by a Determination of Negligible Impact. The Determination of Negligible Impact may be conditioned as appropriate by the Commission to avoid or minimize impacts, including a requirement for replacement plantings if appropriate. 
For projects involving the removal of more than fifteen trees, the Conservation Commission shall utilize procedures described in the Wetlands Protection Act, 310 CMR 10.00 et seq., including issuing a Determination of Applicability or a Notice of Intent, as appropriate.
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