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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Boxford 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information 

Important:  
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 

1.  Applicant: 

Bonnie & Charlie Carmody 
Name 

bonniecarmody@comcast.net 
E-Mail Address  

92 Pye Brook Lane 
Mailing Address  
Boxford 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

01921 
Zip Code 

978-500-7235 
Phone Number 

      
Fax Number (if applicable) 

2.  Representative (if any): 

Williams & Sparages LLC 
Firm 

 Gregory J. Hochmuth 
Contact Name 

ghochmuth@wsengineers.com 
E-Mail Address  

 189 North Main Street, Suite 101 
Mailing Address 

 Middleton 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

01921 
Zip Code 

 978-539-8088 
Phone Number 

978-539-8200 
Fax Number (if applicable) 

  
 B. Determinations 
 1.  I request the  Boxford 

Conservation Commission 
 make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:  

 
 a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to 

jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 

 b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced 
below are accurately delineated. 

 
  c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.  

 
 d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction 

of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:  
 

Boxford 
Name of Municipality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as 
depicted on referenced plan(s). 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Boxford 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description 
 1. a.  Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request): 

 9 Kates Lane 
Street Address 

Boxford 
City/Town 

 29, Block 3 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

23.9 
Parcel/Lot Number  

  b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary): 

  Residential Lot (see attached narrative) 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):   

 Topographic Plan of Land in Boxford, MA 
Title 

10/25/2022 
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

 2. a.  Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary): 

  No work is proposed at this time.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



wpaform1.doc • rev. 7/27/2020 
 

WPA Form 1 – Request for Determination of Applicability • Page 3 of 4 

 

 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Boxford 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description (cont.) 
 b.  Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant 

from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if 
necessary).  

  No work is proposed at this time.  This application is being filed to determine the extent of the 
jurisdictional wetland resource areas on the property.  
   

   
            
 
   
 
                         

 

 

 

 3. a.  If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the 
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project. 

 
   Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96 
 
   Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
   Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
  Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot 

before 8/7/96 
 
  New agriculture or aquaculture project 
 
   Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96 
 
  Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed 

restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision 
 
  Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project 
 
  Municipal project 
 
  District, county, state, or federal government project 
 
  Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an 

Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an 
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification 
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)   
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Introduction: 
The subject property, 9 Kates Lane, Assessors Map 29, Block 3, Parcel 23.9, was created 
as part of a definitive subdivision that was endorsed by the Boxford Planning Board on 
May 4, 1994.  The subject property is shown as Lot 9 on a Plan entitled, “Definitive 
Subdivision Plan of Bare Hill Farm Subdivision in Boxford, Mass, : owner and 
Developer: Bare Hill Farm Trust, Bare hill Road, Boxford, Mass. 01921; Date: July 15, 
1993; Scale: As Shown; Engineer: Arrow Associates, Inc., 694 Main Street (Route 113) 
West Newbury, Mass. 01985; Surveyor: Survey Associates, P.O. Box 1186, Gloucester, 
Mass. 01931-1186”, which plan is recorded with Essex South District Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 291, as Plan 58.  According to the subdivision plan, the lot contains 2.32 
acres and 2.29 acres of contiguous buildable area (CBA).  
 
According to the NRCS Web Soil Survey, the soils on the subject lot are mapped as 
(422C), Canton fine sandy loam.   
 
According to the current Division of Fisheries &Wildlife, Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program (NHESP) Atlas, the property is not mapped as Priority 
Habitat of Rare Species or Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife, nor is the property 
mapped as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  In addition, there are 
no certified or potential vernal pools mapped on the parcel.   
 
The subdivision plan shows a proposed fire pond and proposed detention pond to be 
constructed on the property.   
   
Jurisdictional Wetland Resource Areas: 
The wetland resource areas were delineated by Greg J. Hochmuth, PWS, CWS from 
Williams & Sparages on July 27, 2022.  The following resource areas were identified: 
 
A-Series Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW):   A BVW was delineated on the north 
side of the parcel, south west of the corner of Kates Lane and Whitney Road.  The BVW 
parallels a trail, and trail easement, that cuts across the property, (see attached wetland 
field data forms). 
 
B-Series Isolated Vegetated Wetland (IVW) – The B-Series IVW is 1,557 s.f. in size and is 
a stormwater management area that was constructed as part of the subdivision.  The B-
Series is functioning as a vernal pool.  Fingernail calms, caddis fly cases and aquatic 
snails were observed this past July.  The IVW is less than 5,000 s.f. so it is not 
jurisdictional under the Boxford Wetland Protection Bylaw as an IVW, however, it is 
jurisdictional as a vernal pool and carries a 100 foot no disturb zone.     
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C-Series IVW – The C-Series IVW is 4,475 s.f. in size and is a fire pond that was 
constructed as part of the subdivision.  Fish were observed within the fire pond (see 
attached photograph) 
 
The C-Series IVW is less than 5,000 s.f. in size so it is not jurisdictional under the 
Boxford Wetlands Protection Bylaw.   
 
D-Series IVW – The D-Series IVW is 3,366 s.f. in size and does not hold water like the B 
& C series.  It appears that the source of hydrology for the D-Series is seepage from the 
fire pond.  The D-Series does not connect to the two reinforced concrete pipes that were 
installed under Kates Lane to the south of the D-Series wetland.   
 
The D-Series IVW is less than 5,000 s.f. in size so it is not jurisdictional under the 
Boxford Wetlands Protection Bylaw.   
 
 
E-Series IVW – The E-Series IVW is 135 s.f. in size and appears to have formed as a 
result of a windthrow.  The area where the root ball was, now holds water.     
 
The E-Series IVW is less than 5,000 s.f. in size so it is not jurisdictional under the 
Boxford Wetlands Protection Bylaw.   
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December 5, 2022 
9 Kates Lane | Boxford, MA

Request for Determination of Applicability 

Williams & Sparages | Engineers  Scientists  Surveyors 
189 North Main Street | Suite 101 | Middleton, MA 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act & Boxford Wetlands 
Protection Regulations 

(To be submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
and the Conservation Commission when filing a Request for Determination of 
Applicability) 

I, Gregory J. Hochmuth, hereby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury 
that on December 8, 2022 I gave notification to abutters in compliance with the 
second paragraph of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 131, Section 40, and 
the DEP Guide to Abutter Notification dated April 8, 1994, in connection with 
the following matter: 

A Request for Determination of Applicability was filed under the Boxford 
Wetlands Protection Regulations and Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act by 
Bonnie & Charlie Carmody, with the Town of Boxford Conservation 
Commission on December 8, 2022 for property located at 9 Kates Lane (Map 29, 
Block 3, Parcel 23.9).  

The form of the notification, and a list of the abutters to whom it was given and 
their addresses, are attached to this Affidavit of Service.  

________________________________ ________________________ 
Name   Date 

12/8/2022
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