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Minutes of the BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM #1

November 19, 2015   7:30PM

Present:  Peter Delaney, Natasha Grigg, Lana Spillman, Frank DiLuna, Paris Beckett, Alan Fowler (7:48PM), Director Ross Povenmire, Minutes Sec’y Judi Stickney

Absent: Mark Mitsch

Others Present: Dennis Silvio, Greg Hochmuth, John Morin, Bill Dufresne, and others.

Meeting Called to Order:

With a quorum present, Chairman Peter Delaney, called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.


7:30PM
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SCHEDULED DISCUSSION ITEMS:
· RDA 2015-13: 97 Lawrence Road, 27-1-27, Bridge
Documents Submitted:

· WPA Form 1: Request for Determination of Applicability

· Public Notice: To cut 44 trees around an existing house, many of which are within 100-feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland and Bordering Land Subject to Flooding.
Dennis Silvio, Iron Tree Service, met with the Conservation Commission with a Request for Determination of Applicability to cut trees on the property at 97 Lawrence Road. The Director collected proof of abutter notifications and read aloud the legal notice. Silvio advised that everything can be reached from the existing driveway. After a brief presentation and discussion, the Commissioners decided to make a site visit on Saturday, November 28, at 9AM. Silvio requested to continue to December 3.

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for RDA 2015-13, to December 3, according to the Act and the Bylaw. 
· NOI 114- : 46 Ipswich Road, 26-2-13, Kreider (requested to be continued to December 3)

Documents Submitted:

· Plan to Accompany Amended Notice of Intent: 46 Ipswich Road, Boxford, Mass.; Hayes Engineering, Inc.; Scale:1”=20’; date: October 29, 2015 (Plan Sheet 1 of 1)
· Project Narrative: 46 Ipswich Road Boxford, Mass.; Hayes Engineering, Inc.; October 29, 2015
· Erosion and Sedimentation Control: 46 Ipswich Road, Boxford, MA; Nov. 2015.
The Director advised that he had a written request to continue this hearing to December 3.

On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-, 46 Ipswich Road, to December 3, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· NOI 114- : 17 Pye Brook Lane, 30-2-2, Ovanes

Documents Submitted:

· Public Notice: To construct an in-ground swimming pool, pool house, patios, walkways, retaining walls and to conduct landscaping improvements within 100 feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and within the 200-foot Riverfront Area.
· Plan to Accompany Notice of Intent: 17 Pye Brook Lane, Boxford, Mass.; Williams & Sparages; Scale: 1”=10’; date: November 4, 2015
· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent
The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. Greg Hochmuth, Williams & Sparages, met with the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to construct a swimming pool, pool house, patios, walkways and retaining walls, as well as landscaping improvements on the property at 17 Pye Brook Lane. Hochmuth provided plans for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation. After a brief presentation and discussion, the Commissioners decided on a site visit for Saturday, November 28, at 9:45AM. Hochmuth requested to continue the hearing to December 3. 

On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-, 17 Pye Brook Lane, to December 3, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· NOI 114- : Lot 2 Budnick Way, 10-1-20A, Pace
Documents Submitted:

· Public Notice: To install a well and associated water supply line to service a proposed single family house, portions of the work to be located within 100-feet of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.
· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent
The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. Bill Dufresne, Merrimack Engineering Services, met with the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to install a well on the property at Lot 2 Budnick Way. Dufresne provided plans for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation. After the brief presentation and discussion, the Commissioners decided to make a site visit to the property on Saturday, November 28, at 8:15AM. Dufresne requested to continue the hearing to December 3. 

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-, Lot 2 Budnick Way, to December 3, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· NOI 114- : Boxford Roads, Boxford DPW

Documents Submitted:

· Public Notice: To authorize routine maintenance and repair of roadways, road shoulders and culverts within existing road right-of-ways in Boxford.
The Director advised this is the general permit the Commission issues, typically every three years, to the DPW, and the permit is set to expire February 20, 2016. He noted that the DPW Superintendent was not present and that this could wait until December 3.

On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-, Boxford Roads, Boxford DPW, to December 3, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· Continued NOI 114-1219: 120 High Ridge Road, 24-4-9.26, Massaro

Documents Submitted:

· Public Notice: To remove an existing septic tank and leach pit, and install a new septic tank and septic system upgrade, portions of which are located within 100-feet of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland
· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent

· Sanitary Disposal System Repair Plan in Boxford, Massachusetts, 120 High Ridge Road: Prepared for Joseph Massaro, dated 9/25/15, revised 10/14/15, stamped by John M. Morin, Civil No. 39836
John Morin, The Morin-Cameron Group, appeared before the Conservation Commission with updates to the plans, as requested at the last meeting and site visit. Morin noted that they received comments from Natural Heritage and that they didn’t have issues with the proposed work. Spillman noted that there is a not-yet-certified vernal pool on the property. After a brief presentation and discussion, Morin requested to close the hearing. 

On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1219, 120 High Ridge Road, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· Four Mile Pond Dam Enforcement Order and Management Plan
Documents Submitted: 

· Four Mile Pond Management and Dam Plan: dated 11/1/15
The Chair advised they have the approved plan in hand and it has been signed. There ensued a brief discussion on the plan and accompanying narrative. 

MOTION: By Grigg, second by Beckett to adopt the Dam Management Plan as created by the Lakes Ponds and Streams Committee for Four-Mile Pond as presented. 

DISCUSSION: DiLuna suggested that the plan not be adopted, as it is a living, dynamic plan that may be updated from time-to-time. It was determined that Grigg’s motion referred only to the dam management plan and not the preamble included with it. 

The MOTION was AMENDED “to adopt the Charlie Killam Dam Management Plan, the six items enumerated at the end of the dam management plan, as submitted.”

VOTE: CARRIED 5-1 (No: DiLuna)

· RDA 2015-12 and/or Enforcement Order: 18 Saddle Hill Road, 10-1-26.10, Merriman

Documents Submitted:

· Plan of Land in Boxford, Massachusetts: 18 Saddle Hill Road, prepared for James Merriman, dated 11/3/15 (revised 11/11/15), Stamped by John M. Morin, Civil No. 39836
· WPA Form 1: Request for Determination of Applicability
· Public Notice: To authorize, after-the-fact, the driveway, house and front yard grading as-built with the approved plan in DEP File #114-308.
John Morin, The Morin-Cameron Group, met with the Conservation Commission to provide updates to RDA 2015-12 made since the last meeting and site visit. Morin provided plans for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation. After his presentation, the Commissioners reviewed the Enforcement Order and partial Certificate of Compliance, as prepared by the Director. After a lengthy discussion, Hochmuth withdrew the Request for Determination of Applicability, and the Commission took the following actions:

On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to authorize the withdrawal of the Request for Determination of Applicability without prejudice.

On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Enforcement Order to 18 Saddle Hill Road, under the Act, as proposed and drafted. 

9:41PM
MINUTES REVIEW/APPROVAL: After a brief discussion, the Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by DiLuna, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve the minutes of November 5, 2015, as drafted, and the minutes of October 15, 2015, as amended. 
9:44PM
PENDING ACTION ITEMS:

· COC 114-308: 18 Saddle Hill Road, 10-1-26.10, Merriman: In conjunction with the previous hearing, the Conservation Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a partial Certificate of Compliance for 18 Saddle Hill Road, as drafted and amended, under the Act. 

· DNI 2015-18: 38 Depot Road, 29-1-31, Hansen: 

Greg Hochmuth, Williams & Sparages, met with the Conservation Commission with a Determination of Negligible Impact for 

On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a Determination of Negligible Impact, with a finding that the A Series Wetland contains a vernal pool, under the Bylaw for the proposed trenching

· Violation: 427A Ipswich Road, 14-1-20.1, Kotarski: The Director advised he made a site visit on Tuesday and noted rutting in the wetlands and that ATV use in the wetland continues to be an issue. Commissioner Natasha Grigg made a disclosure that her organization, BTA-BOLT, holds the Conservation Restriction for the subject property and that they have observed and reported similar violations every year. The Director provided photos for the Commissioners to view. Mr. & Mrs. Kotarski were in attendance, as requested, and provided the Commissioners with information on the activity on the property. After a brief discussion, it was determined that the violation in the Commission’s jurisdiction is the issue with the wetland violation and not the Conservation Restriction. DiLuna suggested that the Kotarskis notify the Conservation Commission by December 3 with a remedy to curtail the activity within the wetland. The Commissioners and Kotarskis agreed. 

· OOC 114-1218: 22 Trask Road, 25-7-6, Gomatos: 
On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to execute and issue the Order of Conditions for file 114-1218, 22 Trask Road, under the Act and the Bylaw, as drafted. 
· COC 114-810: 57 Lockwood Lane, 37-3-1, Smiley: Volchuk Talacko, Hancock Associates, met with the Conservation Commission, to provide plans and information on the work that has been completed on the property. The Conservation Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Certificate of Compliance for file 114-810, 57 Lockwood Lane, 37-3-1, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· COC 114-1173: 17 Adams Road, 11-1-24, Rogers: John Morin, The Morin-Cameron Group, provided information to the Commission on the work that has been completed on the property. The Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Certificate of Compliance for file 114-1173, 17 Adams Road, 11-1-24, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· COC 114-1047: 9B Rock Brook Way, 10-2-27.3, Kontos: John Morin, The Morin-Cameron Group, provided information to the Commission on the work that has been completed on the property and requested that the review for a Certificate of Compliance be extended until December 3. The Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to extend the review of a request for a Certificate of Compliance for file 114-1047, 9B Rock Brook Way, 10-2-27.3, until December 3, 2016. 
· Discussion of Environmental Monitor(s) for the Boxford Common Project: The Director advised an Environmental Monitor for purposes of wetland replications work, and another Environmental Monitor to be the turtle habitat monitor are required in order for the Boxford Common project to get underway. Povenmire added that Greg Hochmuth is proposed for the Wetlands Monitor and Natural Heritage has designated Lucas Environmental for the turtle habitat monitor. Povenmire advised that the proposal was just received by his office today and not in time for tonight’s meeting. The Commission decided to have a special meeting on Tuesday, November 24, 2015, at 7PM, in order to have time to review the proposal and provide a decision to be reported  to the Town Administrator.
· Discussion of Witch Hollow Farm Parking: The Director provided a brief report on the gate that has been installed at the Witch Hollow Farm parking area. 
· Haynes Field Sign: The Director asked the Commissioners what they wanted on the sign for the Haynes field property, not to be confused with Boxford Common. The Commission decided that it should be called Haynes Hayfield. 
10:33PM
ROUTINES

· Pay Bills:

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to authorize payment of $4,600.00 for the fencing and gate at Witch Hollow Farm.

10:34PM
OTHER BUSINESS

· FEMA Flood Mapping: The Director advised that FEMA has taken his suggestion to remap the flood plain area on Middleton Road and will be remapping that flood plain. 

· Meeting Conflicts: Question: Next year’s third Thursday in November meeting in downstairs room or upstairs, as there is a conflict. Downstairs is preferable.
10:36PM 
ADJOURN
On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to adjourn at 10:36PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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