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Minutes of the BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM #1
August 6, 2015   7:30PM

Present:  Peter Delaney, Natasha Grigg, Paris Beckett, Mark Mitsch, Director Ross Povenmire
Absent: Frank DiLuna, Alan Fowler, Lana Spillman
Others Present: Joan Regan, Ken Rohr, Will LeRoyer, Dan Orwig, Merek Franklin, and others.
Meeting Called to Order:

With a quorum present, Chairman Peter Delaney, called the meeting to order at 7:35PM.

7:35PM
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SCHEDULED DISCUSSION ITEMS:
· Discussion of Woodlot Management Project and Conservation Restrictions at 494 Ipswich Road, Michael Smolak: The Chair advised that Mr. Smolak had requested that this discussion be continued to the August 20 meeting.
· Discussion of Michael Smolak Proposal for Town Participation in a Forest Stewardship Program: The Chair advised that Mr. Smolak had requested that this discussion be continued to the August 20 meeting.
· Handicapped Parking at Witch Hollow Farms and Nason Conservation Land: The Chair advised he met with John Dold and Ross Povenmire on the properties and they have a proposal for handicapped parking ready to construct at the Witch Hollow Farms property. Nason plans are on hold until Dold is able to meet with Mr. Nason. Delaney advised the cost for the Witch Hollow Farm parking area is approximately $5,000. There was a brief discussion and the Commission decided to hold off on approval until another price quote is submitted. 
· DNI 2015-7: 5 Lantern Lane, 28-2-5, Regan: The Director has visited the property and advised that Ms. Regan would like to take down a large pine tree overhanging a chicken coop. The Director recommends that the Commission approve the request. Ms. Regan provided photos for the Commission to view.  After a brief discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing and the Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for DNI 2015-7, 5 Lantern Lane, 28-2-5, and issue a positive Determination of Negligible Impact, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· DNI 2015-8: 20B Stiles Pond Road, 18-1-24, Rohr: The Director provided the Commission with photos to view, as he described the request to remove three trees on the property. After a brief discussion, the Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for DNI 2015-8, 20B Stiles Pond Road, and issue a Determination of Negligible Impact, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· RDA 2015-7: 33 Towne Road, 31-3-5.1, Ray: The Director provided photos and plans for the Commission to view as he described the work to be performed to excavate a gas line trench along the existing driveway to the front of the house. He recommended that the Commission 
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for RDA 2015-7, 33 Towne Road, and issue a Determination of Negligible Impact, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
The motion was later amended to the following:

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to amend the previous motion for RDA 2015-7, 33 Towne Road, and issue a Negative Determination, checking Box 3, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· NOI 114- : 277 Washington Street, 9-1-28, Nason: The Chair advised that Jim Scanlan, the engineer on the project to construct a septic system upgrade and associated tanks and connections partially within 100-feet to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland, has requested that the Conservation Commission schedule a site walk prior to the next meeting and he will make his presentation at the next meeting. After a brief discussion, the Conservation Commission decided to schedule a site walk for Tuesday, August 11, at 5:30PM, at which time they will also review the proposed ADA parking area for the Nason Conservation land. 
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-, 277 Washington Street, to August 17, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· Continued NOI 114-1199: Kelsey Road right-of-way, various, Boxford DPW, Culvert Replacement Request to continue to September 17:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1199, to August 17, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· Continued RDA 2015-6: 38 Spofford Road, 15-1-2, Gruner: Will LeRoyer, landscaper for the Gruners, appeared before the Conservation Commission with updated information on the project, based on recommendations and comments at the site walk. After a brief discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing and the Commission took the following action:
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for RDA 2015-6, 38 Spofford Road, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a Negative Determination of Applicability, checking Box 3, for RDA 2015-6, 38 Spofford Road, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· Continued NOI 114-1211: 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, 37-1-30, Franklin, and
· Continued COC 114-264: 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, 37-1-30, Franklin: Dan Orwig, of Orwig Associates, representing the applicant, Merek Franklin, appeared before the Conservation Commission to advise that, after the site walk, a revised plan was submitted, incorporating the changes requested. The Commission viewed the revised plans, as Mr. Orwig made his presentation on the revisions. After a brief discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing and the Conservation Commission took the following action:
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1211, 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, 37-1-30, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Order of Conditions, with the additional condition of replacing the backwash filter system with a cartridge filter system, for NOI 114-1211, 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

After the votes, the Commission continued to discuss the issue of the outstanding Certificate of Compliance (114-264) for the property. After a brief discussion, the Commission took the following action:

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a Certificate of Compliance for file #114-264, 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

The Director read aloud the findings in the COC for clarification. 
· Continued NOI 114-1210: 55 Towne Road, 31-2-16A, iFarm, LLC: Mary Rimmer, Rimmer Environmental Consulting, representing the applicant, appeared before the Conservation Commission with Thad Berry, with revisions to the project, as a result of the recent site walk. Rimmer and Berry reviewed the changes with the Commissioners, accompanied by revised plans. The Director provided the Commissioners with a draft Order of Conditions, which was revised during the discussion, to refer to the revised plan showing the easement. After a brief discussion on the revisions to the Order of Conditions, the Commission took the following action:

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1210, 55 Towne Road, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· Flail Mower Use on Scenic Roads: While waiting for the Director to return with the revised OOC, Commissioner Grigg provided the Commission with her observations on the DPW’s use of the flail mower on Boxford’s scenic roads. She advised she felt the use of the flail is unacceptable to use to cut the trees on our roads and she is considering starting a movement to prohibit their use in Boxford. 

· Continued NOI 114-1210: 55 Towne Road, 31-2-16A, iFarm, LLC: Upon the Director’s return with the revised Order of Conditions, the Commission took the following action:

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Order of Conditions for NOI 114-1210, 55 Towne Road, under the Act and the Bylaw, with the Conditions discussed:

· Easement to the Town to provide access to the dry hydrant sheet C3 of the proposed plan set;
· Any discharge to the temporary sedimentation basin shall meet the turbidity standards as shown on sheet C1.
8:30PM
PENDING ACTION ITEMS:
· OOC 114-1209: 443 Main Street, 18-1-30, Wakanda: The Director advised they stabilized the site according to the Enforcement Order and this is a standard issue with no special Conditions:
On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Order of Conditions for 114-1209, 443 Main Street, Wakanda, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· AOOC 114-1139: Lots 8 and 9 Sagamore Lane, 42-1-17&19 , Sanidas:  The Chair described the work to be completed and the Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Amended Order of Conditions for 114-1139, Lots 8 and 9 Sagamore Lane, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· OOC 114-1201: 50 Four Mile Village, 19-2-18, Boxford Friendship Foundation: The Director advised there are no special Conditions on this OOC and the Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Order of Conditions for 114-1201, 50 Four Mile Village, 19-2-18, Boxford Friendship Foundation, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
8:38PM
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION ITEMS:

· DNI 2015-9: 146 Middleton Road, 37-1-3.4, Langer: The Director provided information for the Commissioners to view as he described the proposed project to construct a 36 module, 9 KW, ground mounted PV array for supplying electricity to the residence. The PV array is within the 200’ buffer zone of Fish Brook. After a brief discussion, the Commission determined that the DNI letter would include a pre-construction meeting with the Director to discuss erosion control on the river side of the project and tree removal conditions.
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to draft a Determination of Negligible Impact letter for the Chair’s signature, requiring a pre-construction meeting with the Director to discuss erosion control and tree removal conditions. 

8:44PM
ADDITIONAL PENDING ACTION ITEMS:

· ATV Trail Violation at Butman Pond: The Chair advised the Commissioners that they have received a complaint regarding an ATV violation in the area of Butman Pond. He added that the Director has done some research on the issue and provided photographs for the Commissioners to view as he described the continuing issues with ATV riders in that area. The Director has not issued a violation notice, but posted the area. There was some discussion and, at the conclusion of the discussion, the Chair requested that Director send out a violation notice, with a letter to the offender, noting the violations and inviting them in to the August 20 meeting to discuss the issues. 
8:50PM
OTHER BUSINESS:

· Hovey’s Pond Water Level: Commissioner Grigg notified the Commissioners that Hovey’s Pond is the lowest it has ever been and that the beaver deceiver that was installed is not being maintained. The Chair advised they will take a look at it Tuesday night, after their scheduled site visit to 277 Washington Street.

8:54PM
ADJOURN: With no further business before the Commission:

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to adjourn at 8:54PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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