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Minutes of the BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM #1

July 16, 2015   7:30PM

Present:  Peter Delaney, Natasha Grigg, Alan Fowler, Paris Beckett, Lana Spillman, Mark Mitsch (7:40 PM), Director Ross Povenmire

Absent: Frank DiLuna

Others Present: Nathaniel Higley, Ben Nutter, John Pettis, Michael Fichera, Ron Gruner, Nancy Gruner, Will LeRoyer, Dan Orwig, Merek Franklin, Mary Rimmer, Lilibeth Wies, Thad Berry, Bill Bergeron, John Sanidas, Paul Bergman, and others.

Meeting Called to Order:

With a quorum present, Chairman Peter Delaney, called the meeting to order at 7:31PM.

7:31PM
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND Scheduled Discussion items:

· Discussion of Woodlot Management Project and Conservation Restrictions: 494 Ipswich Road, Michael Smolak: The Chair advised that Mr. Smolak had requested that this discussion be continued to the August 6 meeting.
· Discussion of Proposed Barn Relocation Project: 42 Topsfield Road: Nathaniel Higley, owner of the property at 42 Topsfield Road, introduced his architect and others helping him on the barn relocation project he is proposing. Higley advised he will be raising goats and, at some point, adding on to the barn, once it is moved. They will be filing soon and are hoping to relocate the barn in the fall. There were plans for the Commissioners to view, as the team presented their plans to move the barn over a bridge and culvert. After a brief discussion, the Chair advised that a Notice of Intent would need to be filed. 
· RDA 2015-5: 526 Ipswich Road, 13-1-4.1, Fichera: The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. John Pettis, engineer for the project, appeared before the Conservation Commission with plans to install a septic system replacement and upgrade including new tank and piping to the existing residence. Pettis provided plans and photographs for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation. He added that they obtained variances from the Board of Health at their meeting last night. After a very brief discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing.
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for RDA 2015-5, under the Act and the Bylaw.

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to execute and issue a Negative Determination, checking Box 3, for RDA 2015-5, 13-1-4.1, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· RDA 2015-6: 38 Spofford Road, 15-1-2, Gruner: Will LeRoyer, landscaper for the Gruners, appeared before the Conservation Commission with plans to replace existing timber walkways and retaining walls with decorative concrete blocks and pavers, and other minor landscaping improvements within 100-feet of a bordering vegetated wetland and Spofford Pond. LeRoyer provided plans and photos for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation. After several questions, the Commissioners decided they would schedule a site walk for Monday, July 20, at 5:30PM. The applicant requested to continue the hearing to August 6. 
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for RDA 2015-6, 38 Spofford Road, to August 6, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· COC 114-264: 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, 37-1-30, Franklin: The Director advised there is an outstanding Order of Conditions for this property, for which a Certificate of Compliance was never issued. The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. Dan Orwig, of Orwig Associates, representing the applicant, Merek Franklin, appeared before the Conservation Commission to advise that they discovered an open Order of Conditions on this property while working on the next project. They are requesting that the Certificate of Compliance be issued for that OOC, so they can move forward with their current project. After a brief discussion, the Chair advised they will need to schedule a site walk before they can issue the Certificate of Compliance. 
· NOI 114-1211: 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, 37-1-30, Franklin: Dan Orwig, Orwig Associates, representing the applicant, Merek Franklin, appeared before the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to construct a 368 square foot addition to an existing single family dwelling, rehabilitate existing patio area around a pool, replace existing pool shed, and replace patio area at the rear of the house. After a brief discussion, the Commissioners will make a site walk on Monday, July 20, around 6PM. The applicant requested to continue the hearing to August 6. 
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1211, 26 Arrowhead Farms Road, to August 6, under the Act and the Bylaw.

· NOI 114-1210: 55 Towne Road, 31-2-16A, iFarm, LLC: Mary Rimmer, Rimmer Environmental Consulting, representing the applicant, appeared before the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to remove an existing culvert and to construct of a bridge to span intermittent stream, installation of a dry hydrant and supporting fire access road for fire suppression, and driveway re-surfacing. Rimmer introduced, Lilibeth Wies, Ben Nutter, and Thad Berry, who are working on the project with her. Rimmer provided photos and plans for the Commissioners to view as she made her presentation. She added that they have not yet heard back from Natural Heritage. After a brief discussion, the Conservation Commission decided to schedule a site walk for Monday, July 20, at 6:45PM. The applicant requested to continue the hearing to August 6.
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1210, 55 Towne Road, to August 6, under the Act and the Bylaw.

· NOI 114-1209: 443 Main Street, 18-1-30, Wakanda: Bill Bergeron, Hayes Engineering, representing Camp Wakanda, appeared before the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent for after-the-fact approval for demolition of existing timber wall and proposed construction of a block retaining wall. Bergeron provided photos and plans for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation. After the presentation, the Chair advised they had a request to move the gate back to provide a parking area to comply with ADA regulations for access to Witch Hollow Farm Conservation land. After a brief discussion on moving the gate and the sign, the applicant advised that DEP had no comments on the project and he requested to continue the hearing to August 6.
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1209, Camp Wakanda, 443 Main Street, under the Act and the Bylaw.
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to reopen the hearing for NOI 114-1209, under the Act and the Bylaw.

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1209, and grant a waiver on the setback from Stiles Pond because the project is replacing an existing dilapidated timber tie wall, for the safety of the camp occupants. 
· Continued AOOC Request 114-1138: Lots 1, 2 and 7 Sagamore Lane, 42-1-17 and 42-1-19, Sanidas: The Director advised that there was a request to allow the submission of a revised plan, with a revised plan date. The plan was submitted and he changed it on the Order of Conditions that he prepared for tonight’s meeting. 
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Amended Order of Conditions for file 114-1138, Lots, 1, 2 and 7 Sagamore Lane, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to amend the previous motion to close the hearing for file #114-1138, and issue the Amended Order of Conditions for file #114-1138, Lots, 1, 2 and 7 Sagamore Lane, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· AOOC Request 114-1139: Lots 8 and 9 Sagamore Lane, 42-1-  , Sanidas: John Sanidas, developer of Sagamore Lane, appeared before the Conservation Commission with a request for an Amended Order of Conditions for file #114-1139, Lots 8 and 9 Sagamore Lane. Sanidas provided plans and photos for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation to amend the drainage plan for the proposed common driveway. There ensued a brief discussion and additional findings were added to the Amended Order of Conditions. An additional condition is to require a velocity dissipater at the end of the pipe off the driveway.   At the conclusion of the discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing. 

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for file 114-1139, Lots 8 & 9 Sagamore Lane, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· Continued NOI 114-1201: 50 Four Mile Village, 19-2-18, Boxford Friendship Foundation: Paul Bergman, Bergman and Associates, appeared before the Conservation Commission with a continued Notice of Intent to install a replacement septic system for six (6) residential dwellings and one (1) community center building within 100 feet of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. Bergman advised the original hearing was continued to allow the snow to melt for a site review. They would like to move ahead with the project at this time. He added that the wetlands were flagged last June. Bergman provided the Commission with plans and photos for the Commission to view as he made his presentation. After a brief discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing.  
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for file 114-1201, 50 Four Mile Village, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

8:38PM
PENDING ACTIONS:

· COC 114-1173: 17 Adams Road, 11-1-24, Rogers: The Director provided photos of the property for the Commissioners to view regarding a ditch on the property, indicating that the area is not stabilized, and he felt that should be addressed before the COC is issued. The Chair agreed and they moved on to the next item. 

On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to deny the Certificate of Compliance for 114-1173 and reconsider a new application within 6 months with no additional fee due. 
· COC 114-1175: 351 Main, 22-2-10.2, Palombo: The Director advised there is grass growing and stabilized and he recommends that the Certificate of Compliance be issued. 
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Certificate of Compliance for 114-1175, 351 Main Street, Palombo, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· OOC 114-1208: 19 Appleton Lane, 19-2-33, Hall: After a brief discussion regarding the removal of lawn clippings from a resource area which should have been included in the Order of Conditions, the Director amended the Order and the Conservation Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Order of Conditions, as amended, for 114-1208, 19 Appleton Lane, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· OOC 114-1204: 73-76 Woodcrest Road, Road right-of-way, Boxford DPW, John Dold: The Director advised he did not include the woodpecker tree in the Order of Conditions because it is on the plan. 
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Order of Conditions for file #114-1204, 73-76 Woodcrest Road Right of Way, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
7:59PM
ROUTINES:

· Pay Bills: 

· Mileage Expense: $46.33

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve the payment of $46.33 for the Director’s travel expenses. 

Meeting Adjourned
With no further business before the Commission:

On a MOTION duly made and seconded, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to adjourn at 9:01PM.
Respectfully Submitted, 
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