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Minutes of the BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION


TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM #1

January 8, 2015   7:30PM

Present:  Peter Delaney, Natasha Grigg, Lana Spillman, Mark Mitsch, Alan Fowler, Director Ross Povenmire

Absent: Paris Beckett, Frank DiLuna

Others Present: Judy Gore, Bob Gore, Tom Liddy, Jesse Moreno, Francis Parisi, Dan Frasier, Mike Cassidy, John Morin, Lionel Graham, Martin Sholomith, Mr. & Mrs. Zammitti, and others

Meeting Called to Order:

With a quorum present, Chairman Delaney called the meeting to order.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SCHEDULED DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Continued NOI 114-1197: 10 Maple Ave., 17-2-19, Repucci, Addition to House (Requested to be continued to January 22, 2015)
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1197 to January 22, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· Continued NOI 114-1200: 12 Mortimer Road, 27-1-11, Davis, Cell Tower: Tom Liddy and Jesse Moreno appeared before the Conservation Commission to continue discussions on the Notice of Intent to construct a telecommunications facility with associated utilities within the 100-foot Buffer Zone to Inland Bank, Bordering Vegetated Wetland, and a locally-regulated Pond. Tom Liddy advised the Commission that the material/debris has been removed. The Chair advised that he and the Director made a site visit. The Director provided photos for the Commissioners to view as he described the updated condition of the jurisdictional area. The Chair advised the applicant that there continues to be a large pile of brush that needs to be removed. Liddy asked if that could be one of the conditions on the Order of Conditions. The Commissioners discussed the request, concluded that the site needs to be evaluated in the spring, and the Chair asked the applicant to have the material removed before they proceed.  Spillman commented that she would not agree to verify a Resource Area boundary out of season, especially for new development and where there is no hardship.

The Chair advised there were also abutter issues and he asked that the abutters be allowed to air their concerns. Those who spoke included:
· Mike Cassidy, 25 Berry Patch

Mr. Cassidy’s comments prompted a lengthy discussion on the parking area for the facility, which the Commission determined must remain outside the 100-foot buffer zone, in accordance with the Bylaw Regulations.  
· Lionel Graham
The applicant requested to continue the hearing and there was a brief discussion on the best date for the next hearing. The applicant and the Commission agreed that the hearing should be continued to February 5, after the applicant meets with the Zoning Board of Appeals on the fence and parking issues.

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1200, 12 Mortimer Road, to February 5, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· AOOC NOI 114-1056: 11 Cold Spring Drive, 24-3-3, Frasier: The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. John Morin, of The Morin-Cameron Group, representing the applicant, appeared before the Conservation Commission with a request for an Amended Order of Conditions, to amend the approved plan to reflect as-built deviations from the approved plan, including a larger addition, larger walkway, new patio, and removal of trees. Morin provided photos and plans for the Commissioners to view, as he made his presentation, with input from the homeowner, Dan Frasier. Spillman requested a condition that anything west of the driveway be a no-disturb zone. 

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for Amended Order of Conditions for NOI 114-1056, 11 Cold Spring Drive, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· Continued NOI 114-1199: Kelsey Road Right-of-Way, various, Boxford DPW, Culvert Replacement (Requested to be continued to January 22, 2015)
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1199, Kelsey Road, to January 22, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· Continued NOI 114-1196: 10 Great Pond Drive, 19-3-16.8, Hanson, To Construct a Pool and Associated Site Improvements (Requested to be continued to January 22, 2015)
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1196, 10 Great Pond Drive, to January 22, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· Update on Violation: 28 Woodcrest Road, 20-10-21, Zammitti: Michele Zammitti appeared before the Conservation Commission with a planting plan for the Commission’s review and approval. After a brief discussion, the Conservation Commission approved the planting plan, as presented. 

Pending Issues:

· OOC 114-1198: 108 Georgetown Road, 24-4-4, Lummus: The Director prepared the Order of Conditions and, after a brief discussion on possible edits to the OOC, the Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to execute and issue the Order of Conditions for 114-1198, 108 Georgetown Road, under the Act and the Bylaw, as amended. 

· Discussion on Parking for the Apple Festival: The Commissioners discussed the possibility of continuing or discontinuing parking on the Haynes Field for the one-day Apple Festival event. The Commission will discuss further at a future meeting, in order to be prepared to make a decision for the Historical Society by the second meeting in March.
· Ratify Enforcement Order: 12 Mortimer Road, 27-1-11, Sholomith: The Director provided photos of the property and added that the as-built plan shows the house as built, within the footprint of the house, as proposed. 
On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to ratify the Enforcement Order for 12 Mortimer Road, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· Discussion of a Conservation Restriction on Nason Conservation Land: Natasha Grigg requested that this discussion be continued to the next hearing when Frank DiLuna will be here, representing agricultural interests. She did ask that the Conservation Commission submit a list of conservation properties to the Town Clerk for opting out of mosquito spraying this year. The Director had the letter and list ready and the Commission took the following action:

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to have the Director submit to the Town Clerk a certified letter including the aforementioned conservation properties under the Commission’s  jurisdiction, including the new Nason Conservation property, to opt out of the mosquito spraying program for this year. 
Administrator’s Report: Director of Conservation, Ross Povenmire, provided updates and information to the Conservation Commission on the following:

· Annual Report: The Director provided a draft copy of the annual report for the Commissioners to view. After a brief discussion, the Commission approved of the report, but will wait until Frank DiLuna is present before approving formally.

· Office Moving Averted: The Director advised the Commission that the Conservation office is not moving, as previously planned. They will be staying where they are.

· Nason Management Plan: The Director has requested a price quote from the consultant for Audubon for help in finalizing the Nason management plan. He hasn’t heard back from him yet. A brief discussion ensued on the use of pesticides, herbicides, etc. on the Nason conservation property, as mentioned in the management plan.
· MMAC Conference: The Director requested that the Commissioners let him know if they will be going, so arrangements can be made for payment.
· New Regulations: The Director provided the Commissioners with a copy of the new Conservation regulations, which were released in November, for their information. 
Minutes Review and Approval: The Commissioners briefly discussed available minutes and took the following action:

On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve the minutes of December 18, 2014, as amended.

Meeting Adjourned
With no further business before the Commission:

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to adjourn at 9:27PM.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Judith A. Stickney

Minutes Secretary
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