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Minutes of the BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM #1

July 21, 2016   7:30PM

Present:  Peter Delaney, Lana Spillman, Alan Fowler, Natasha Grigg, Paris Beckett
Absent: Frank Di Luna, Mark Mitsch
Others Present: Conservation Director Ross Povenmire, Minutes Secretary Judi Stickney, Charlie Killam, Selectman Peter Perkins, Randy Johnson, Town Administrator Alan Benson, Chris Huntress, Jon Schwartz, Joe Callahan, Mike Smolak, Joshua Gould, Mary Rimmer, Harry Perkins, and others
Meeting Called to Order:

With a quorum present, Chairman Delaney called the meeting to order at 7:31PM.


7:31PM
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SCHEDULED DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

· Review/Sign Certifications for Conservation Restriction and Recreation Restrictions for Boxford Common:

Documents Submitted:

· Conservation Restriction Application Form: Grantee BTA/BOLT
· Conservation Restriction Application Form: Grantee Boxford Athletic Association
Town Administrator Alan Benson met with the Conservation Commission with copies of the Conservation Restriction Applications for Boxford Common, for the Commissioners to discuss and sign. After a brief discussion on the BTA/BOLT Conservation Restriction, and a minor change, the Conservation Commission took the following action: 

On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to certify that the Conservation Restriction, as written and amended, is in the public interest and protects the conservation values as listed on the restriction application. 
The Commissioners continued discussion on the second Conservation Restriction, listing the Boxford Athletic Association as the grantee. There was some concern with the user of the land being listed as the restriction grantee. Town Administrator Alan Benson, Randy Johnson and Mike Smolak, in attendance, contributed to the discussion. After discussion, the Conservation Commission took the following action:

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED 4-1 (NO: Spillman) to certify that the Conservation Restriction, as written, with BAA listed as the Grantee, and protects the conservation values as listed on the restriction application. 
· Report from Charles Killam: Four Mile Pond Dam Project: 

Documents Submitted:

· Dam Management Plan

· Letter from Town Counsel to Town Administrator, Re: Opinion on Conservation Commission Action, 7/20/16

Charles Killam provided information on the drawdown of Four Mile Pond, and the drawdown structure at the dam on Georgetown Road, adding that all work from Phase 1 has been completed. 
· Discussion of Revisions to 42 Topsfield Road Paving Area, File #114-1214: Mary Rimmer, Rimmer Consulting, representing Lillooet Farm, provided information to the Conservation Commission regarding moving the barn further from the buffer zone and changing the driveway, which is still in the buffer zone, both changes to the Order of Conditions. The Chair advised the change to the driveway would require an amended Order of Conditions. Rimmer will apply for an amended OOC and return to the Commission at a later meeting.
· Violation: 41 Woodcrest Road, 20-9-12, Joshua Gould: The Director advised the Commissioners that he received an anonymous telephone call about work taking place at 41 Woodcrest Road. He provided photos for the Commissioners to view as he described the issues observed, which included tree work and grading in the buffer, as well as fill material in the no-disturb zone. Joshua Gould was in attendance and advised the Commissioners that, based on the Conservation Director’s observations, he contacted Williams and Sparages, and Greg Hochmuth has been to the property and is working with him to rectify the issues. After a brief discussion, the Chair will contact Greg Hochmuth and invite him to the tentatively scheduled site visit on Tuesday, July 26. 
· Discussion Initiation of Boxford Common Phase 3:
Documents Submitted:

· Letter from Huntress Associates to Conservation Director: Re: Town of Boxford, Boxford Common, 6/22/16
· Grading and Drainage As-Built Plan: Haynes Land Recreation Fields, Scale: As Noted, Date: 5/27/16, Drawn by: CCH
Chris Huntress, Huntress Associates, met with the Conservation Commission to discuss the site walk which was held last week, and to request authorization to proceed to Phase 3. Huntress discussed the comments the Conservation Commission provided on the site walk. There was concern expressed about the soil not being stabilized and they were reluctant to approve moving on to phase 3 of the project, until that happens. After a brief discussion on whether to pave the roadway, the Commission determined that the roadway should be paved before moving on to phase 3. 

On a MOTION made by Fowler, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to find that Phase 2 of the construction on the Haynes Field is not completely stable, such that at this time, Phase 3 cannot proceed and they are requiring that the base coats of asphalt be applied before Phase 3 can proceed.  
· Emergency Certification: 49 Woodcrest Road: Three trees hanging over the house, which the homeowner wanted to remove. The Director provided photos for the Commissioners to view as he described the issues he observed. He provided an Emergency Certification to the residents for the removal of two trees only.
On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to ratify the Emergency Certification for the removal of two overhanding trees at 49 Woodcrest Road.

· Continued NOI 114-1231: 29 Topsfield Road, 33-2- 4, Howley, Landscaping Adjacent to Stream: Request to withdraw application without prejudice

Documents Submitted:

· Plan: 33-2-4
· WPA Form 1: Request for Determination of Applicability, Fran Howley, 29 Topsfield Road, Boxford, 5/10/16
· Seven Photos
· Legal Notice: Notice of Intent 

By Applicant:   Fran Howley, for the property located at: 29 Topsfield Road, Assessor’s Map 33, Block 2, Lot 4, to remove small amount of sod and to install plantings adjacent to an intermittent stream and Bordering Vegetated Wetlands. The project also includes storm drainage controls.
· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent, signed 6/15/16
· Topographic Map: Topsfield Road, Boxford, Mass.

Prepared for: Town of Boxford

Scale: 1” =30’-0”, Dated February 9, 2009

The Director advised the Commissioners that he received an e-mail request to withdraw without prejudice. 
On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve the withdrawal of the application without prejudice, at the homeowner’s request. 

· RDA Perkins, 147 Main Street, permission to get down back, to continue working on the property.  The RDA states that he cannot have any machinery down back. The Director advised that the grass has grown in well and is firm. The stream is bone dry and the Director felt that having machinery in there now would not cause any further disturbance. 

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to amend the RDA to allow machinery in the back-yard area to be done before Labor Day. 

· Review/Approval of Minutes of June 16: Commissioner Spillman provided the Commissioners with her proposed amendments, as did Commissioner Grigg. After a brief discussion:
On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by Fowler, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to accept the minutes of 6/16/16, as amended.
· OOC 114-1199: Kelsey Road Right-of-Way, Boxford DPW, Culvert Replacement: 

Documents Submitted:

· Plans: 

· Culvert Details S-1: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 28, 2016
· Culvert Details S-2: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 28, 2016
· Culvert Details S-3: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 7, 2016
· Highway Guard Details S-4: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 7, 2016
· Hydraulic Report: Kelsey Road Culvert Replacement: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 28, 2016
The Director provided the Order of Conditions for the Commissioners to review. After a brief discussion:

On a MOTION made by Spillman, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue the Order of Conditions for DEP file #114-1199, Kelsey Road Right-of-Way Culvert Replacement, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· Elections of Chair and Vice Chair of the Commission: The Chair advised they will wait until they have a full board present before electing a new chair and vice chair. 
· Discussion of Water Restrictions: The Director provided an update to the Commissioners on the efforts made to inform the public on the drought and advised that, because everyone has their own wells, it would take a bylaw to require any water restrictions. A lengthy discussion ensued on water issues and ideas on encouraging conservation. A notice will be included on the Conservation Commission agendas in the future, to be discussed at each meeting.
9:11PM
Other Business

· Bat Houses: Commissioner Grigg provided information and anecdotes on bat houses and the bat conservation website to the Commissioners. 
· 33 King Richard: Request to Take Down 3 Trees: The Director provided information to the Commissioners on a request to take down three beech trees, next to the house and 85 feet from the wetland. The Chair requested that it be on the agenda for the next meeting. 
9:10PM
Pay Bills: The Director provided the Commissioners with information on bills due and payable:

· MACC Annual Dues: $763.00
On a MOTION made by Beckett, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve payment of $763.00 for MACC dues. 

· Travel Expense Claim: $95.04

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve payment of $95.04 for travel expenses. 

9:17PM 
ADJOURN
On a MOTION made by Grigg second by Beckett, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to adjourn at 9:17PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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