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Minutes of the BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM #1

July 7, 2016   7:30PM

Present:  Peter Delaney, Lana Spillman, Frank DiLuna, Alan Fowler, Mark Mitsch
Absent: Natasha Grigg, Paris Beckett
Others Present: Conservation Director Ross Povenmire, Minutes Secretary Judi Stickney, Bob Prokop, Brian Sullivan, Kelly Ashton, Paolina DiPietrantonio, Adam Marchionda, Laura Grabski, Gridley Losee, Chris Huntress, Richard O’Brien, Merek Franklin, Maggie Rapti, and others
Meeting Called to Order:

With a quorum present, Chairman Delaney called the meeting to order at 7:31PM.


7:32PM
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SCHEDULED DISCUSSION ITEMS

· RDA 2016-14: Camp Dennison, K-4-22, add a wooden dock to existing concrete dock
Documents Submitted:

· Legal Notice: Request for Determination of Applicability 
Applicant:  Town of Georgetown c/o Chris Roop, Committee Clerk 

For the property located at: Camp Dennison, 84 Nelson Street, Georgetown, K-4-22, to add a wooden dock on the existing concrete dock with a floating section beyond the end of the existing dock.  
· WPA Form 1: Request for Determination of Applicability
The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. Chris Roop, representative for Camp Dennison, met with the Conservation Commission with a Request for Determination of Applicability to add a wooden dock on the existing concrete dock with a floating section beyond the end of the existing dock. The Director provided plans, drawings, and photos for the Commissioners to view. After a very brief discussion, 

On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a negative request for determination of applicability, checking boxes 2 and 3, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· NOI 114-1231: 29 Topsfield Road, 33-2-4, Howley, landscaping adjacent to stream
Documents Submitted:

· Plan: 33-2-4
· WPA Form 1: Request for Determination of Applicability, Fran Howley, 29 Topsfield Road, Boxford, 5/10/16
· Seven Photos
· Legal Notice: Notice of Intent 

By Applicant:   Fran Howley, for the property located at: 29 Topsfield Road, Assessor’s Map 33, Block 2, Lot 4, to remove small amount of sod and to install plantings adjacent to an intermittent stream and Bordering Vegetated Wetlands. The project also includes storm drainage controls.
· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent

· Topographic Map: Topsfield Road, Boxford, Mass.

Prepared for: Town of Boxford

Scale: 1” =30’-0”, Dated February 9, 2009

The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. Kelly Ashton, ND Landscaping, representing the homeowner, met with the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to remove a small amount of sod and to install plantings adjacent to an intermittent stream and Bordering Vegetated Wetlands. The Director provided photos, plans, and drawings for the Commissioners to view as Ashton made her brief presentation. A lengthy discussion ensued as the Commissioners discussed the possibility of a maintenance plan requirement. It was determined that the Findings would include assurances that the area would be maintained by the DPW, with a letter from the DPW Superintendent for the file. Further discussion included wetland specific plantings and grading. After discussion, Ashton requested to continue the hearing to revise the plan and discuss with the DPW Superintendent about maintenance:
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1231, 29 Topsfield Road, to July 21, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· Continued NOI 114-1199: Kelsey Road right-of-way, various, Boxford DPW, Culvert Replacement 
Documents Submitted:

· Plans: 

· Culvert Details S-1: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 28, 2016
· Culvert Details S-2: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 28, 2016
· Culvert Details S-3: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 7, 2016
· Highway Guard Details S-4: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 7, 2016
· Hydraulic Report: Kelsey Road Culvert Replacement: Prepared for: Town of Boxford Department of Public Works, prepared by: Bayside Engineering, Dated June 28, 2016
Bob Prokop, Wetland Consulting Services, and Brian Sullivan of Bayside Engineering, representing the Town of Boxford, met with the Conservation Commission to discuss the replacement of the 18” culvert under Kelsey Road. Prokop provided a brief history on the project, originally started in 2014. He introduced Brian Sullivan who provided an overview of the project, with photos, plans and drawings for the Commissioners to view, as he made his presentation. After his presentation, there was a lengthy discussion regarding beaver controls.
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1199, Town of Boxford, under the Act and the Bylaw.
· Amendment NOI 114-1211: 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, 37-1-30, Franklin, Amendment to Order of Conditions
Documents Submitted:

· Legal Notice: Amendment to Order of Conditions for DEP File #114-1211 
By applicant Merek Franklin, for the property located at: 26 Arrowhead Farms Road, Map 37, Block 1, Lot 30, to make selected changes to the proposed patio and pool improvement plan.

· Proposed Site Plan: Arrowhead Farm Road, Boxford, Mass., Prepared by Orwig Associates, dated June 23, 2015, revised June 29, 2016, stamped by Daniel C. Orwig, Registered Landscape Architect

· Proposed Site Plan: Arrowhead Farm Road, Boxford, Mass., Prepared by Orwig Associates, dated June 23, 2015, revised June 6, 2016, stamped by Daniel C. Orwig, Registered Landscape Architect

· Letter from Daniel C. Orwig to Conservation Director: Re: 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, Amendment for Order of Conditions for Parcel 37-1, dated June 6, 2016
· Letter from Daniel C. Orwig to Conservation Director: Re: 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, Amendment for Order of Conditions for Parcel 37-1, dated June 29, 2016
The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. Merek Franklin met with the Conservation Commission to discuss the changes they would like to make to the Order of Conditions. Franklin provided plans, drawings and photos for the Commissioners to view as he made his brief presentation. While viewing the photos, it was determined that the generator was installed in the buffer zone. The Director suggested that the generator be included on the Amendment to the Order of Conditions and included on a revised plan. After discussion, the generator and condensers will be included on the as-built plan, so the homeowner can begin the work as soon as possible. At the conclusion of the discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing:

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for Amendment NOI 114-1211, 26 Arrowhead Farm Road, under the Act and the Bylaw.
On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to allow the amendments to the Order of Conditions, as proposed, inclusive of a Condition that the air conditioner condensers and back-up generator are shown on the as-built plan.
On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to execute and issue the Amended Order of Conditions, as drafted and amended under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· Continued NOI 114-1230: 17 Livermore Road, 33-2-18, DiPietrantonio, construct new pool
Documents Submitted:

· Legal Notice: Notice of Intent: By Applicant: Rocco and Paolina DiPietrantonio, for the property located at: 17 Livermore Road, Map 33, Block 2 Lot 18, to construct a pool and associated site improvements within 100-feet of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent: 17 Livermore Road, Boxford
· Plan for Proposed Pool: 17 Livermore Road, Boxford, prepared for Rocco DiPietrantonio, prepared by Marchionda & Associates, LP, stamped by Paul A. Marchionda, dated 5/26/2016, revised 6/20/16, revised 6/28/16
· Letter from Abutter, re: fence around pool
Adam Marchionda, of Marchionda & Associates, representing the applicant, met with the Conservation Commission to provide details on the revisions to the plans made since the last meeting. There was a brief discussion on the fence layout and the year the house was built (late 70’s). After discussion:

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1230, 17 Livermore Road, under the Act and the Bylaw.
On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to execute and issue the Order of Conditions for DEP file number 114-1230, 17 Livermore Road, as drafted, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· Receipt of Complaint Letters Re: Four Mile Pond:
· David Walls, 66 Highridge Road

· Gridley Losee, 102 Georgetown Road

· Alison Chase, 41 Highridge Road

· Patrick Daly, 96 Highridge Road

· Jill Provencal, MassDEP
After a brief discussion on the letters received:
On a MOTION made by DiLuna, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to refer the letter, “Boxford Conservation Commission’s failure to follow bylaw concerning the second draw down of Four Mile Pond” to Town Council, requesting an opinion back by the next meeting. 
After the vote, Maggie Rapti and Gridley Losee, both of Georgetown Road, addressed the Commission regarding the activities taking place with the dam and the effects on Four Mile Pond, requesting the Commission take action to stop the draw down.
· Discussion: Boxford Common Phase 3 
Documents Submitted:
· Grading & Drainage As-Built Plan Phase Two: Drawing No. AB 2.0, Huntress Group, Inc., The Neve-Morin Group, Inc., dated 5/27/16
· Letter from Huntress Associates to Conservation Director, Re: Town of Boxford – Boxford Common, June 22, 2016
Chris Huntress, Huntress Associates, representing the Town of Boxford, met with the Conservation Commission to discuss the request to move on to Phase 3. Huntress provided plans, drawings, and photos for the Commissioners to view as he made his brief presentation. He requested that the paving of the roadway be included in Phase 3, rather than Phase 2. The Commissioners decided to take a site walk before determining whether the project can progress to Phase 3. There ensued a brief discussion on the paving of the roadway, the health of the plantings, and the overall stability of the site. A site walk was scheduled for Friday, July 15, at 8AM. 
9:25PM
OTHER BUSINESS

· Commission Reorganization: The Chair requested that the Director add “Reorganization of the Commission” to next meeting’s agenda. 
· Water Conservation/Severe Drought: Commissioner Spillman reported that the UMass Extension Service issued a “severe drought” warning for our area and requested that the Director repost the warning on the ConCom’s web page. 
· Review/Sign Conservation Restriction for Boxford Common
Documents Submitted:

· Conservation Restriction: Boxford Common Recreational Fields
· Recreational Restriction: Boxford Common Recreational Fields
The Conservation Commission members thoroughly discussed the Conservation Restriction and Recreational Restriction on the Haynes Land, with Commissioner DiLuna beginning the discussion with his edits and suggested changes. Because there needs to be major changes to the documents, the Commissioners could not sign them tonight. At the conclusion of their discussion, Laura Grabski addressed the Commission, requesting that the Conservation Commission review the use of the fields and ensure that they are not overused, noting that the Boxford Athletic Association is listed as the holder of the Conservation Restriction. The Commissioners continued discussing the restrictions after Grabski left the meeting. The Director will provide electronic
· Baldpate Pond Complaint: The Director provided the Commissioners with photos and information regarding a complaint received of fireworks and a tree house on Baldpate Pond. He suggested that the Boxford Conservation Commission and the Georgetown Conservation Commission schedule a site walk on the property and contact DCR for suggestions on resolutions to the continuing issues, and suggested that the Boy Scouts may be contacted for help with site restoration. A site walk was tentatively scheduled for Thursday, July 14, at 5:30PM. The Director will coordinate with Georgetown ConCom. 
9:51PM 
ADJOURN
On a MOTION made by Spillman second by DiLuna, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to adjourn at 9:51PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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