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Minutes of the BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM #1

April 21, 2016   7:30PM

Present:  Peter Delaney, Lana Spillman, Natasha Grigg, Mark Mitsch, Alan Fowler, Director Ross Povenmire

Absent: Frank DiLuna, Paris Beckett, Minutes Sec’y Judi Stickney

Others Present: Nancy Merrill, Robyn Muetterties, Robert Muetterties, Priscilla Welch, Greg Hochmuth, Jack Sullivan, Dave Blake, John Morin, Charlie Kacamburas, Pierre Dahne, Joe Boccelli

Meeting Called to Order:

With a quorum present, Chairman Delaney called the meeting to order at 7:35PM.


7:36PM
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SCHEDULED DISCUSSION ITEMS:
· Discussion: Witch Hollow Trail Signage: After Natasha Grigg removed herself from the discussion, Nancy Merrill, BTA-BOLT Trail Committee, met with the Conservation Commission to discuss after-the-fact signage approval for the Witch Hollow Trail, which was a Boy Scout project for Jacob Muetterties.  Merrill provided photos of the sign for the Commissioners to view, as she made her presentation. She apologized for not meeting with the Conservation Commission on it, before advising the Muetterties to have the sign made. The sign had not been approved by BTA-BOLT. After a brief discussion, the Conservation Commission took the following action:
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to authorize the presence of the sign as on the trail at Wildcat.

· DNI 2016-10: Christmas Tree Lot Parking Area
Documents Submitted:

· Plan
· 4 Photos
Priscilla Welch, BTA-BOLT, met with the Conservation Commission to request a Determination of Negligible Impact to provide a parking area at the Christmas Tree lot on Main Street. Welch provided photos for the Commissioners to view as she made her presentation to expand the lot to accommodate four cars. After a brief discussion, the Conservation Commission took the following action:

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a Determination of Negligible Impact for DNI 2016-10, for the parking lot expansion on the Christmas Tree lot, with the stipulation that recycled asphalt/other recycled products not be used to create the parking lot, under the Bylaw.
· Continuation RDA 2016-4: 147 Main Street, 28-1-1, Perkins, Garage Demolition After-The-Fact
Documents Submitted:

· Notice of Public Hearing: To authorize, after the fact, the demolition of a barn structure that had collapsed
· WPA Form 1: Request for Determination of Applicability

· 2 Photos

The Chair advised that during their site walk they noticed that the barn had a walkout under the barn, which was the same elevation as the wetland. They instructed Mr. Perkins to reestablish the lawn area on the high side of the property and he could remove all the material and debris from the barn area by hand. The Chair added that Mr. Perkins was unable to attend tonight and was advised that the Commission would discuss the issues and the Director will get back to him with what was discussed. Perkins will return to the Conservation Commission on May 5. The Commissioners briefly discussed and determined that Mr. Perkins would benefit, at this point, from the assistance of an engineer to complete the barn reconstruction project. 
On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to authorize the Conservation Director to relay to Mr. Perkins that the Conservation Commission suggests he obtain guidance from an engineer to complete the barn reconstruction project. 

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for RDA 2016-14 to May 5.
· Continuation NOI 114-1125: 15 Azalea Way, 25-4-7.6, Blake, Proposed Detached Garage Documents Submitted:

· Notice of Public Hearing: Proposal to construct a detached garage within 100 feet of a bordering vegetated wetland. Erosion barriers will be installed to protect wetland resource areas during construction activities.
· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent

· Plot Plan of Land Located in Boxford, Mass. – 15 Azalea Way: Prepared for David & Lynn Blake, prepared by Sullivan Engineering Group, LLC, dated February 16, 2016, stamped by John Sullivan, PE; Paul J. Finocchio, Land Surveyor. 
Jack Sullivan, Sullivan Engineering Group, representing the applicant, met with the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to construct a detached garage within 100 feet of a bordering vegetated wetland. Sullivan provided plans and photos for the Commissioners to view as he provided the Commission with updates since the last meeting and site walk. After a brief discussion, Sullivan requested to close the hearing and the Commission took the following action:

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing for NOI 114-1125, 15 Azalea Way, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· RDA 2016-5: 303 Ipswich Road, 19-1-3, Kacamburas: 

Documents Submitted:

· WPA Form 1: Request for Determination of Applicability

Charles Kacamburas met with the Conservation Commission with a Request for Determination of Applicability to install a 6” cedar stockade fence on his property. Kacamburas provided a plan of land and photographs for the Commissioners to view as he made his brief presentation.

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing, under the Act and the Bylaw.

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a Negative Determination, checking Box 3, for RDA 2016-5, for 303 Ipswich Road, under the Act and the Bylaw. 

· RDA 2016-3: 50 Four Mile Village, 19-2-18 & 15.10, Boxford Friendship Foundation: Alan Fowler provided a report on the site walk, advising that impacts will be minimized when the well is installed. After a brief discussion, the applicant requested to close the hearing and the Commission took the following action:
At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to close the hearing, under the Act and the Bylaw.

On a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to issue a Negative Determination, checking Box 3, for RDA 2016-3, Four Mile Village, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· NOI 114- : 60 Lockwood Lane, 37-1-49, Caulfield
Documents Submitted:

· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent

· Notice of Intent Package, prepared by Williams & Sparages
· Plan to Accompany Notice of Intent in Boxford, Mass., 60 Lockwood Lane, prepared by Williams & Sparages, prepared for Christine and Matthew Caulfield, dated March 24, 2016, stamped by Richard L. Williams
· Legal Notice: To construct a retaining wall, install a fence, and conduct landscape improvements within 200 feet of riverfront area and within 100 feet of bordering vegetated wetland.
The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. Greg Hochmuth, Williams & Sparages, representing the homeowner, met with the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to construct a retaining wall, install a fence and conduct landscape improvements. Hochmuth provided plans and photos for the Commissioners to view as he made his brief presentation. After discussion, the Conservation Commission scheduled a site walk for the property on next Thursday. Hochmuth requested that the hearing be continued to the next meeting. 

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing to May 5, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
· NOI 114-1226: 14 Bare Hill Road, 25-5-16, Fogarty
Documents Submitted:

· Legal Notice: To construct a portion of a pool, portion of a concrete patio and walkway, minor grading, and the construction of a retaining wall, within 200-footriverfront area and within 100 feet of a bordering vegetated wetland. 
· WPA Form 3: Notice of Intent

· Notice of Intent Package, prepared by The Morin-Cameron Group
· Site Plan of Land in Boxford, Massachusetts, 14 Barehill Road, prepared for Seamus Fogarty, prepared by The Morin-Cameron Group, stamped by John M. Morin, dated April 6, 2016, updated April 25, 2016 (added pool fence enclosure)
The Director read aloud the legal notice and collected proof of abutter notifications. John Morin of the Morin-Cameron Group, met with the Conservation Commission with a Notice of Intent to construct a portion of a pool, a portion of a concrete patio and walkway, minor grading and the construction of a retaining wall. Morin provided photos and plans for the Commissioners to view as he made his presentation. At the conclusion of the presentation, Morin asked to continue the hearing. The Commissioners scheduled a site walk on Thursday at 6PM. 

At the request of the applicant and on a MOTION made by Mitsch, second by Grigg, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to continue the hearing for NOI 114-1226, 14 Barehill Road, to May 5, under the Act and the Bylaw. 
8:43PM
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

· Update on 255 Main Street: Povenmire provided the Commission with a report on the Planning Board’s meeting last night, with regards to the activity taking place at 255 Main Street. Mr. Boccelli, property owner, provided the Commissioners with photos and plans while discussing the retaining walls and driveway. A lengthy discussion ensued and the Commissioners decided that they will amend the Enforcement Order and require Mr. Boccelli to proceed with stabilization and retain an environmental monitor on site, as soon as possible, while construction is taking place. 
9:11PM
OTHER BUSINESS

· 83 Valley Road Stone Wall Improvements: The Director advised the Commissioners that Pierre Dahne reconstructed a stone wall on his property, 20 feet of which is within 100 feet of a vernal pool. The Planning Board authorized the homeowner to put the wall back. After a brief discussion, the Commissioners decided that Mr. Dahne needs to file an After-The Fact Determination of Negligible Impact. The Director provided guidance to the homeowner.  
· Pay Bills:
· Travel Expenses for Conservation Director: $60.10

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve the payment of $60.10 for travel expenses for the Conservation Director, out of the Operating Budget. 

· Advertising Expenses for Agricultural Licenses: $47.66

On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Mitsch, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to approve the payment of $47.66 for advertising expenses for the agricultural licenses.
9:47PM 
ADJOURN
On a MOTION made by Grigg, second by Spillman, the Conservation Commission VOTED unanimously to adjourn at 9:47PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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